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Neighbors, 
groups 
make  pitch 
for  piece 
of  city 
budget 

by  Dmitry  Kiper 

A  recent  community  meeting 
on  the  city  budget  and  services 
allowed  Richmond  District  resi¬ 
dents,  community  organization 
representatives  and  high  school 
students  to  tell  representatives  of 
several  city  departments  what  the 
Richmond’s  priorities  are.  The 
meeting,  which  was  attended  by 
a  few  dozen  people,  was  held  the 
evening  of  May  1 1  in  the  George 
Washington  High  School  faculty 
lounge. 

After  getting  a  three-minute 
lesson  on  the  city  budget,  which 
this  year  is  projected  to  be  $5.5 
billion,  people  were  allowed  to 
voice  their  concerns. 

Josh  Leonard,  teen  program 
director  at  the  Richmond  District 
YMCA,  cited  the  “Richmond 
District  Community  Needs 
Assessment  report,”  which  was 
completed  in  February.  On  top  of 
the  list  of  things  the  YMCA 
plans  to  address  are  teen  pro¬ 
grams  for  high  school  students 
and  a  need  for  a  community 
space  -  a  place  where  neighbors 
and  neighborhood  organizations 
can  meet. 

Although  a  physical  location 
for  a  community  space  is  impor¬ 
tant,  said  Patrick  Seid  of  the 
Richmond  Community  Coalition, 
it  is  not  enough.  There  needs  to 
be  a  phone  number  or  a  Web  site, 
he  said,  where  Richmond  resi¬ 
dents  can  get  all  the  information 
they  need  on  neighborhood 
events  and  services. 

Echoing  the  need  for  after¬ 
school  programs  were  George 
Washington  High  School  stu¬ 
dents  Rodneisha  Davis  and  Bich 
Ha.  Ha  pointed  to  the  prevalence 
of  violence  and  drug  use  in  the 
school  and  Davis  emphasized  the 
need  for  a  mentoring  program  for 
high  school  students. 

“There  seems  to  be  a  percep¬ 
tion  that  the  Richmond  District  is 
fine,”  said  Oliver  Hack  of  the 
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'Topical'  rainforest 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

As  part  of  their  education  about  the  importance  of  the  disappearing  rainforests  throughout  the  world. 
Dee  West's  fourth  grade  class  at  St.  Monica's  School  on  Geary  Boulevard  created  a  rainforest  in  its  class¬ 
room.  The  students  made  the  rainforest  out  of  umbrellas  and  paper  bags  and  decorated  it  with  crayons 
and  various  stuffed  animals.  In  the  photograph  above.  West  and  some  of  her  students  gather  around 
their  creation.  From  left  to  right  are  West  and  students  Misty  Lim,  Scoutt  Kessler,  Liam  McCarthy  and 
Albert  Giang. 


Move  afoot  to  remodel  Anza  Library 

Stakeholders  gather  in  May  to  plan  modernizing  74-year-old  site 


by  Karen  M.  Kinney 

Library  employees,  local  ar¬ 
chitects  and  community  members 
gathered  May  9  at  San  Francisco 
Public  Library’s  Anza  branch  to 
kick  off  the  first  step  to  renovate 
and  modernize  the  74-year-old 
building,  scheduled  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  2009. 

In  November  2000,  voters 
overwhelmingly  passed  Prop¬ 
osition  A,  a  $106  million  bond 
measure  to  upgrade  San 
Francisco’s  branch  library  sys¬ 
tem.  Through  the  Branch  Library 
Improvement  Program  (BLIP), 
the  Anza  Branch  Library  pro¬ 
ject’s  $3.1  million  construction 
budget  will  fund  renovation  of 
the  existing  building,  not  includ¬ 
ing  furniture  and  equipment. 

According  to  Luis  Herrera, 
city  librarian  for  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library,  the  pri¬ 
orities  of  the  Anza  renovation  are 
to  improve  seismic  safety,  pro¬ 
vide  better  access  into  and 
around  the  building  for  the  dis¬ 
abled  and  all  community  mem¬ 
bers,  and  update  the  library’s  re¬ 
sources  to  accommodate  the 
community’s  technological 
needs. 

“Our  mission  is  to  maintain 
the  commitment  of  the  bond  pro¬ 
gram.  San  Franciscans  value 
their  neighborhood  library  and 
that  is  reflected  in  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  bond  program,” 
Herrera  said. 

Improvements  include  adding 
an  elevator,  more  library  data. 


and  Internet  and  word-processing 
computer  workstations.  While 
seismic  safety  and  technology 
are  a  top  priority,  Herrera  said  it 
is  vital  to  keep  the  architectural 
beauty  and  integrity  of  the  build¬ 
ing  intact. 

The  branch  will  close  for  con¬ 
struction  late  2007  and  will  re¬ 
main  closed  for  an  estimated  12 
to  18  months.  The  process  mir¬ 
rors  the  one  taken  to  renovate  the 
Excelsior  Branch  Library,  which 
re-opened  late  last  year. 

Architects  Rogerio 


Kudos  to  the  mayor  and  four 
members  of  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  looking  out  for 
the  best  interests  of  Richmond 
and  Sunset  district  residents. 

The  mayor  vetoed  legislation 
that  was  passed  by  the  board  that 
would  have  closed  the  eastern 
end  of  Golden  Gate  Park  to  ve¬ 
hicular  traffic  on  Saturdays.  The 
supervisors  failed  to  override  the 
veto  at  its  May  23  meeting  when 
supervisors  Fiona  Ma,  Bevan 
Dufty,  Sean  Elsbumd  and 
Michela  Alioto-Pier  sided  with 


Bittencourt  and  John  Thomas, 
who  attended  the  kick-off  meet¬ 
ing,  will  create  a  design  for  the 
public  and  library  staff.  The  de¬ 
sign  will  be  unveiled  at  another 
community  meeting,  and  the  ar¬ 
chitects  will  work  on  improve¬ 
ments  based  on  the  feedback 
from  the  community  and  library 
staff. 

“We  will  show  the  design  to 
the  staff  until  they  like  it,”  said 
Mindy  Linetzky,  bond  program 
administrator.  “It  may  be  more 
than  once,  but  it’s  easier  to  react 


local  residents. 

The  road  closure  plan,  led  by 
the  usual  group  of  uber-liberal 
activists  and  Green  Party  mem¬ 
bers,  would  have  created  a  great 
hardship  for  people  living  near 
the  park.  It  would  have  snarled 
traffic  on  the  districts’  streets  and 
worsened  an  already-difficult 
drive  from  the  Richmond  District 
to  the  Sunset  District. 

Having  lived  at  Fifth  Avenue 
and  Cabrillo  Street  for  15  years,  I 
can  attest  to  the  hardships  the 
closures  would  have  on  local  res- 


when  you  have  a  design  in  front 
of  you.” 

Once  a  solid  design  is  devel¬ 
oped,  the  architects  will  present 
it  to  a  library  commission,  a  pan¬ 
el  of  individuals  who  are  experts 
in  their  fields,  including  architec¬ 
ture  and  history.  The  panel  will 
plan  each  phase  of  the  renovation 
and  outline  its  multiple  options 
and  schemes.  The  panel’s  recom¬ 
mendations  will  then  be  brought 
back  to  the  community. 

Continued  on  page  2 


idents.  (My  family  recently 
moved  to  the  Sunset  District.) 

On  Sundays,  when  the  east 
end  of  the  park  is  closed  to  com¬ 
muters,  people  living  near  the 
park  do  not  drive  unless  they 
have  to  and  do  not  have  parties 
or  invite  people  over  because 
there  is  no  parking  for  blocks.  I 
often  parked  two  or  three  blocks 
away  after  dropping  off  my  wife 
and  two  small  children  at  the 
house. 

As  Inner  Richmond  residents, 
my  family  and  I  lived  with  the 
hardships  and  considered  it  part 
of  living  in  the  City.  But  to  ex¬ 
tend  that  hardship  to  Saturdays, 
when  traffic  is  much  worse  be¬ 
cause  people  have  to  run  errands, 
is  crazy. 

In  the  Richmond,  we  can 
blame  Supervisor  Jake 
McGoldrick  for  this  misguided 

Continued  on  page  10 


Commentarv 

Paul  Kozakiewicz 

Kudos  to  mayor  and  four  supes 


2  •  The  Richmond  Review 


June  2006 


Budget  concerns 


Anza  Branch  Library 


Continued  from  page  1 

Richmond  District  Neighborhood 
Center.  “This  perception  is  some¬ 
thing  service  providers  need  to 
work  against.” 

As  an  example.  Hack  pointed 
out  that  some  families  that  need 
the  services  of  his  organization 
cannot  get  them  because  they 
cannot  demonstrate  financial 
need.  Since  they  get  paid  low 
wages  in  cash  and  get  help  from 
their  families,  they  do  not  have  a 
tax  return.  In  other  words,  said 
Hack,  families  that  need  the  most 
help  may  end  up  getting  none. 

After  listening  to  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  voices,  a  panel  consisting 


of  various  representatives  of  city 
departments  addressed  the  audi¬ 
ence. 

Brian  Cheu,  who  is  with  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Development,  said  he  was  struck 
by  what  Hack  had  to  say. 
However,  Cheu  pointed  out  that 
most  Richmond  community  or¬ 
ganizations  rarely  contact  his  of¬ 
fice. 

“I  would  encourage  folks  to 
consider  us,”  he  said. 

Gregg  Sass,  CEO  of  the  SF 
Department  of  Public  Health, 
whose  budget  is  approximately 
$1  billion,  admitted  that  “there 
are  not  a  lot  of  public  health  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  Richmond.” 


The  services  are  based  on 
need,  he  said,  adding,  “Our  clin¬ 
ics  are  just  a  bus  ride  away.” 

The  last  speaker  of  the 
evening  was  Richmond  District 
Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick. 

“I  think  we  ought  to  really 
pause  for  a  moment  and  remem¬ 
ber  -  we  are  really  blessed  -  this 
district  is  much  better  off  than 
most  of  the  City,”  he  said. 

McGoldrick  acknowledged 
that  approximately  98  percent  of 
the  budget  is  “predetermined”  to 
go  to,  for  example.  Muni,  health 
services,  police  and  fire  depart¬ 
ments,  etc. 

“We  can’t  go  back  and  tweak 
the  major  part  of  the  budget,”  he 
added. 

McGoldrick  also  pointed  out 
that  speaking  of  San  Francisco  as 
divided  into  districts  has  its  limi¬ 
tations. 

“There  are  no  gates  or  walls 
around  this  district,”  he  said. 

Richmond  residents  use  ser¬ 
vices  and  facilities  of  other  dis¬ 
tricts  and  visa  versa,  McGoldrick 
said.  Furthermore,  some  things  - 
like  the  Geary  bus  line  or  Golden 
Gate  Park  -  cannot  be  said  to  be¬ 
long  to  a  specific  neighborhood. 

After  the  mayor  submits  his 
budget  proposal  to  the  supervi¬ 
sors,  they  will  have  one  month  to 
finalize  a  budget. 


Continued  from  page  1 

There  will  not  be  another  pub¬ 
lic  meeting  until  just  before  con¬ 
struction  begins. 

Linetzky  assured  the  commu¬ 
nity  that  many  services  will  be 
provided  while  the  library  is 
closed.  Neighboring  branches 
will  have  extended  hours  and  the 
BLIP  will  provide  a  Bookmobile 
that  will  operate  two  or  three 
days  a  week.  The  Bookmobile 
will  offer  materials  for  adults, 
teens  and  children;  a  media  col¬ 
lection;  and  provide  services,  in¬ 
cluding  obtaining  a  library  card, 
reserving  materials  and  making 
inter-library  loan  requests.  The 
library  will  find  a  school  or 
recreational  center  to  hold  chil¬ 
dren’s  story  times.  Books  will 
also  be  available  in  both  English 
and  Chinese. 

“Even  though  the  library 
building  is  closed,  we  are  still 
providing  library  services  to  the 
community.  Librarians  will  still 
be  working  and  providing  what 
they  can,”  Linetzky  said. 

The  kick-off  meeting  May  9 
also  included  a  community  feed¬ 
back  session. 

Sherrie  Rosenberg,  who  goes 


to  the  Anza  Library,  was  excited 
about  the  possibility  of  an  out¬ 
door  reading  area  in  the  back  of 
the  library  that  would  provide  a 
safe  environment  for  children. 
She  is  pleased  with  the  outreach 
of  BLIP  to  accommodate  as 
many  people  as  possible. 

“People  in  the  community 
should  come  to  these  meetings 
because  the  library  cares  and 
wants  our  opinions,”  Rosenberg 
said.  “They  have  good  plans. 
Closure  is  never  fun,  but  it’s  nec¬ 
essary.” 

Proposition  A  covers  the 
bricks  and  mortar  of  the  renova¬ 
tion,  but  city  bonds  cannot  cover 
furniture,  equipment  and  services 
provided  by  the  library. 
Representatives  of  The  Friends 
of  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library,  an  independent  non¬ 
profit  organization,  will  fill  in  the 
gap  by  raising  $16  million  for 
branch  renovations  citywide. 

“Our  mission  is  to  advocate 
for  a  great  library  system  while 
providing  value  to  the  library’s 
budget,”  said  Marian  Chatfield- 
Taylor,  capital  campaign  manag¬ 
er  for  Friends.  “If  money  is  need¬ 
ed  for  programs  during  renova¬ 
tion,  Friends  will  provide  the 
funds.” 

Friends  estimates  each  city 
branch  needs  $500,000  to  pro¬ 
vide  furniture  and  various  ser¬ 
vices,  such  as  children’s  pro¬ 
grams  and  library  training. 

Friends  meets  monthly  to 
brainstorm,  develop  goals  and 
strategize  about  putting  its  plans 
into  action.  The  next  meeting  is 
June  15,  at  6:30  p.m.,  at  the  Anza 
Branch  Library,  which  is  located 
on  37th  Avenue  between  Geary 
Boulevard  and  Anza  Street. 

For  more  information,  visit 
the  Web  site  at  www.sfpl.org. 


The  African  Violet  Society  of  San  Francisco 
Presents  Its  Annual  DISPLAY  and  SALE 

Saturday,  June  24, 10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

AND  Sunday,  June  25, 10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

SF  County  Fair  Building  (9th  Ave.  and  Lincoln  Way) 
For  more  information,  call  (415)  664-9308. 
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FORMERLY  FAST  STATS 

SIGNS*  BANNERS 

PRINT  •  MOUNT  •  LAMINATE 
MAGNETICS  •  VEHICLE  LETTERING 

PERSONAL  SERVICE  BY  APPOINTMENT 

3216  GEARY  BLVD.  751-3666 


Reverse  Mortgage  Seminar 

Date:  Thursday,  June  15,  2006  Time:  9:30  am 
Taraval  Police  Station/Community  Room  -  FREE  BREAKFAST! 
2345  24th  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94116 
(between  Santiago  and  Taraval  Streets) 

Miren  R.  Alvarez,  Reverse  Mortgage  Specialist 
Call  415.333.5575  for  reservations 


leWdeS  For  homeowners  62  and  older. 

®  2006  Registered  trade/service  marks  are  property  of  Financial  Freedom 
Senior  Funding  Corporation,  a  Subsidiary  of  IndyMac  Bank.  FSB 
©  2006  Financial  Freedom  Senior  Funding  Corporation 


Financial 

Freedom 
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Some  of  our  best  work  goes  unnoticed. 

Like  two  high-power  transmission  lines.  Built  under  ground.  The  lines  supply  enough  energy  to  power  over  300,000  homes. 
Were  also  supplying  energy  from  clean  sources  like  water,  wind  and  the  sun.  Because  of  our  efforts,  we're  closing  an  outdated 
power  plant  in  Hunters  Point.  These  are  just  a  few  of  the  ways  we're  meeting  San  Francisco's  energy  needs. 


PROGRESSIVE  SOLUTIONS 

BECAUSE  THE  FUTURE  IS  SMART  ENERGY. 


''PG&E''  refers  to  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  a  subsidiary  of  PG&E  Corporation.  02006  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Lou  Papan 


for  State 
Senate 
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for  State 
Senate 


Lou  Papan 


Former  Assemblyman  -  Former  F.B.I.  Agent  -  Veteran 


Leadership  We  Need.  Experience  You  Can  Trust. 


My  Background: 

Education  —  B.A.  in  Economics  from  Syracuse  University;  F.B.I.  Academy;  Kennedy  School  of 
Government,  Harvard  University. 

Law  Enforcement  -  Special  Agent,  F.B.I.,  San  Francisco  and  Chicago. 

Military  -  Veteran  of  WW  II  (Sgt.,  U.S.  Army)  and  Korea  (2nd  Lt.  USAF). 

Family  -  Married  42  years  to  late  wife  Irene,  three  children:  John,  Gina  and  Diane. 

Business  -  Broker,  Papan  Real  Estate  and  Insurance,  San  Francisco,  CA;  Co-founder,  Peninsula  Bank  of 
Commerce. 

Legislative  -  Assemblyman,  19th  District,  1972-86  and  1996-2002;  Chaired  Assembly  Rules 
Committee  from  1976-86,  longest  tenure  in  California  history;  Dean  of  the  Assembly. 

Legislative  Accomplishments: 

•  Wrote  laws  improving  education  for  disabled  children  and  requiring  reporting  of  child  and  elder  abuse; 

•  Passed  some  of  the  first  legislation  enabling  e-commerce  and  encouraging  housing  development  along 
transit  corridors; 

•  Increased  accountability  by  placing  legislative  records  under  California’s  Open  Records  Act; 

•  Oversaw  restoration  of  historic  State  Capitol  Building  on  time  and  on  budget; 

•  Authored  legislation  improving  Worker’s  Compensation  benefits  for  public  safety  employees; 

•  Supported  legislation  addressing  the  nursing  shortage. 

For  20  years,  representing  the  19th  Assembly  District,  I  tirelessly  championed  the  causes 
of  children,  workers  and  families. 

But  there  is  much  more  to  be  done.  Our  education  system  is  a  mess;  we  are  facing  a 
housing  crisis  of  epic  proportion  and  our  infrastructure,  most  notably  with  respect  to 
transportation,  needs  significant  repair  and  upgrading. 

These  problems  will  not  solve  themselves.  They  require  strong,  experienced  leadership.  That 
is  what  I  offer. 


Lou  Papan-Democrat  for  State  Senate 
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When  you  go  to  the  polls  on  June  6, 
the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 
recommends  a  vote  of... 


NO  on  Prop  A  -  Crime  Prevention  Planning. 

More  must  be  done  to  fight  the  rising  tide  of  violent  crime, 
but  Prop  A  ties  the  hands  of  the  Mayor  and  Police  Commission, 
and  will  not  put  one  new  police  officer  on  the  street. 

NO  on  Prop  B  -  Anti-Homeownership  Ordinance. 

Home  buying  is  complicated  enough  without  more  rules  from 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Uphold  the  Mayor's  veto. 

NO  on  Prop  C  -  Transbay  Terminal  Power  Grab. 

Do  not  substitute  politicians  for  transit  experts.  Keep  the 
Mayor's  staff  and  MUNI  general  manager  working  on  the 
TransBay  Terminal  project  -  do  not  hand  control  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors. 

NO  on  Prop  D  -  Laguna  Honda  Zoning  Changes 

Keep  patient  admissions  to  Laguna  Honda  Hospital  in  the 
hands  of  the  Health  Department,  not  the  Planning  Department. 
Protect  hospital  open  space  from  private  development. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 

Where  smart  business  starts. 


Paid  for  by  the  21st  Century  Political  Action  Committee. 


Get  the  BEST  PRICE 

on  your  next  CAR! 


THE  PRICE  YOU 
NEGOTIATED 


“THE  INSIDER 
SPECIAL 


» 


•  PERSONAL  AUTO 

SHOPPER  PRICE* 

— 


With  Fleet  Pricing, 
let  our  free 
PERSONAL  AUTO 
SHOPPER**  drive  the 
best  deal  for  you! 

•  Save  money  with  fleet  pricing  through 
our  network  of  more  than  100  dealers 

•  Free  vehicle  price  quote  on  new  or 
previously  owned  vehicles 

•  Fast  24-hour  response  guarantee 

•  Free  delivery  to  your  home  or  office 
on  most  vehicles 

Contact  our  PERSONAL  AUTO  SHOPPER 
today  at  1-800-823-4882 

www.San FranciscoFCU.com 

San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union 
is  open  to  the  entire  SF  community. 


Join  Todayr 

(415)  775-5377,  option  4 

San  Francisco 

FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


•  Provided  by  Members  Advantage  Plus,  PERSONAL  AUTO  SHOPPER'S  prices  may  vary  based  on  availability.  This  advertisement  in  no  way  Implies  a  guarantee  of  price. 
"PERSONAL  AUTO  SHOPPER  Is  a  service  provided  by  Members  Advantage  Plus.  All  new  vehicles  arranged  for  sale  are  subject  to  price  and  availability  from  the  selling 
franchised  new  car  dealer. 

t  individuals  who  live,  work,  worship  or  attend  school  In  San  Francisco,  or  immediate  relatives  of  current  members  are  eligible  lo  join  San  Francisco  Federal  Credit 
Union,  and  must  join  prior  to  loan  funding. 

0605-1068  NPXX 


Capt.  Sandra  Tong 

Don't  forget  to 

June  marks  the  beginning  of  the  sum¬ 
mer  as  children  begin  their  summer  break 
and  many  of  you  begin  planning  trips  and 
enjoying  local,  state  and  cross  country  at¬ 
tractions. 

Before  turning  on  the  ignition  or 
putting  the  gear  into  “drive,”  protect  your¬ 
self  and  others  by  clicking  your  seat  belt. 
On  the  road  in  California  the  seat  belt  use- 
rate  is  92.5  percent,  which  is  significantly 
higher  than  the  national  average  of  80  per¬ 
cent.  California’s  teen  seat  belt  use  rate  is 
82.6  percent. 

There  are  still  people  who  say  seatbelts 
are  uncomfortable  and  they  “forget”  to 
buckle,  or  feel  they  do  not  need  to  use 
them  because  they  are  going  short  dis¬ 
tances.  These  are  the  primary  reasons  for 
not  using  a  seat  belt. 

Some  fear  getting  a  ticket  with  a  fine 
more  than  they  fear  being  injured  or  killed 
due  to  being  unbelted  in  a  crash.  In  reality, 
a  seat  belt  reduces  a  person’s  chances  of 
dying  in  a  crash  by  50  percent.  Of  the 
1,268  vehicles  occupants  killed  in 
California  in  2003  who  were  not  wearing 
a  seat  belt,  one  half,  or  634  people,  would 
be  alive  today  had  they  simply  buckled 
up. 

“Click  It  or  Ticket”  is  a  nationwide 
campaign  to  increase  seat  belt  use.  During 
the  2005  Click  It  or  Ticket  enforcement 
campaign,  more  than  250  police  agencies 
in  California  issued  approximately 
155,000  seat  belt  citations  to  motorists 
and  vehicles  occupants  who  were  not 
buckled  up  during  the  stepped-up  effort. 
Fines  for  not  wearing  a  seat  belt  range 
from  $80  to  $91  for  the  first  offense  to 
$191  for  a  second.  Parents  or  other  drivers 
who  fail  to  put  children  in  car  seats  pay 
$340  for  the  first  offense  and  $87 1  for  a 
second. 

Whether  due  to  the  campaign’s  mes¬ 
sage  or  increasing  fines,  the  percentage  of 
people  who  regularly  buckle  up  has  in¬ 
creased.  Taking  a  few  seconds  to  buckle  a 
seat  belt  is  the  most  effective  thing  people 
can  do  to  save  their  life  when  in  a  vehicu¬ 
lar  crash.  This  year,  the  SF  Police 
Department  joined  with  12,000  law  en¬ 


forcement 
agencies  in 
the  nation¬ 
wide  safety 
belt  cam¬ 
paign,  which 
ran  from  May 
14  to  June  4. 
Although  the 
campaign  is 
concluded, 
please  contin¬ 
ue  to  practice  buckling  up  so  that  you  and 
your  family  can  have  a  safe  and  happy 
summer. 

Update  on  Laurel  Heights  Robberies 

Last  month,  I  advised  you  about  a  se¬ 
ries  of  robberies  occurring  in  the  Laurel 
Heights  area.  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you, 
thanks  to  a  coordinated  community  re¬ 
sponse  with  the  Presidio  Heights  residents 
and  merchants,  S.F.  Safe  and  the  SF 
Police  Department’s  robbery  detail,  the 
police  department  has  made  several  ar¬ 
rests  of  individuals  believed  to  have  been 
responsible  fo.  a  crime  spree  in  the  City. 
Even  though  we  believe  the  individuals 
are  off  the  street,  please  continue  to  be 
aware  of  suspicious  activity  in  your 
neighborhood  and  call  the  police  for 
crimes  in  progress  at  911,  and  553-0123 
for  non-emergency  calls. 

This  month’s  safety  tip:  Always  re¬ 
main  alert  and  aware  as  to  what  is  occur¬ 
ring  around  you.  Opportunists  aren't  al¬ 
ways  looking  for  the  oldest  person  or  the 
weakest,  but  the  easiest  when  they  are 
looking  for  a  victim. 

Ways  to  keep  safe  on  the  street  in¬ 
clude: 

•  Walk  confidently.  Walking  with  a 
fixed  gaze  -  up  or  down  -  implies  preoc¬ 
cupation.  Acting  distracted  is  a  big  reason 
why  tourists  often  get  mugged; 

•  Keep  alert  of  your  surrounding.  Try 
not  to  be  distracted  by  other  activities  and 
show  you  are  alert  by  moving  your  head 
from  side  to  side  and  scanning  the  area 
around  you; 

•  Keep  your  purse  and  other  personal 
property  close  to  your  body.  Put  your  wal¬ 
let  in  an  inside  coat  or  front  pants  pocket, 
not  in  a  back  pocket. 

The  monthly  Community /Police 
Forum  will  held  on  Tuesday,  June  20,  at  7 
p.m.,  and  will  be  hosted  by  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  Community  Center,  located 
at  800  Presidio  Ave. 

I  will  give  a  brief  overview  of  crime  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood. 

Sandra  Tong  is  the  commanding  cap¬ 
tain  at  the  Richmond  Station. 


Police  Beat 


'dick  it' 


Ribbon  cutting  at  VA  center 


The  San  Francisco  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center  recently 
celebrated  the  grand  opening  of  its  new 
state-of-the-art  Center  for  the  Imaging  of 
Neurodegenerative  Diseases  (CIND).  The 
center  is  dedicated  to  the  early  detection 
and  subsequent  monitoring  of  chronic  and 
neurodegenerative  brain  diseases  and  con¬ 
ditions,  such  as  Alzheimer’s,  post-trau¬ 
matic  stress  disorder,  Parkinson’s  disease, 
epilepsy  and  HIV-induced  dementia. 

The  advanced  brain  imaging  center,  lo¬ 


cated  in  a  newly-renovated  10,000-square- 
foot  building  dedicated  entirely  to  imag¬ 
ing  research,  also  has  a  staff  of  more  than 
60  physicians,  physicists,  computer  scien¬ 
tists,  radiologists,  technicians  and  support 
personnel. 

The  center’s  opening  was  followed  by 
an  inaugural  conference,  with  internation¬ 
al  medical  imaging  experts  paying  tribute 
to  CIND  director  Michael  Weiner,  M.D. 
for  his  achievements  as  a  leader  in  mag¬ 
netic  resonance  research. 


Need  Help? 
Call  2-i-i. 

2-1-1  San  Francisco  is  a  free  community 
information  service,  confidential,  24-hour, 
and  available  in  over  150  languages. 

Call  to  get  free  information  about: 


You  can  search  for  help  online  at 
www.211sf.org 


►  Food,  clothing,  shelter,  rent  assistance, 
utility  assistance 


From  cell  phones  call  415-808-HELP. 


►  Job  search  assistance,  financial  assistance,  education  programs 

►  Physical  and  Mental  Health  Resources 

►  Support  for  Seniors  and  Persons  with  Disabilities 

►  Support  for  Children, Youth  and  Families  _ U«rt*4W*y -URS 

►  Volunteer  opportunities  and  donations 

Get  Connected  Get  Answers. 


United 
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Police  Blotter 


Aggravated  Assault,  Mari¬ 
juana  Offense,  May  18,  7:30 
a.m.,  Clement  Street  and 
Second  Avenue 

A  SF  Department  of  Parking 
and  Traffic  parking  control  offi¬ 
cer  (PCO)  called  police  after  be¬ 
ing  assaulted.  The  incident  start¬ 
ed  when  the  parking  officer 
parked  her  car  on  Clement  Street, 
remaining  inside.  After  10  min¬ 
utes,  she  heard  a  loud  bang  -  the 
suspect  was  hitting  her  car  with 
his  fist. 

The  suspect  then  pulled  out  an 
unknown  metal  object  from  his 
right  pocket  and  went  over  to  the 
vehicle  in  an  attempt  to  hit  it. 
The  officer  Started  the  car  and  be¬ 
gan  backing  up  to  get  away  from 
the  suspect.  Fearing  for  her  life, 
she  called  police. 

Police  found  the  suspect  walk¬ 
ing  a  few  block  from  where  the 
incident  took  place.  He  was  de¬ 
tained  after  the  PCO  identified 
him.  After  conducting  a  pat 
search  of  the  suspect,  a  police  of¬ 
ficer  found  a  metal  bolt  on  the 
suspect,  which  the  parking  offi¬ 
cer  identified  as  the  object  used 
to  threaten  her. 

The  suspect  was  taken  into 
police  custody.  At  the  booking 
counter,  while  conducting  a 
search  of  the  suspect’s  backpack, 
a  large  plastic  bag  containing 
more  than  an  ounce  of  suspected 
marijuana  was  discovered. 

Cocaine  Possession  for  Sale, 
Obstructing  Peace  Officer 
Duties,  Probation  Violation, 
May  1,  4:28  p.m.,  Western  End 
of  Post  Street 

Two  plainclothes  police  offi¬ 
cers  in  an  unmarked  vehicle  ob¬ 
served  a  woman  as  she  handed 
over  an  unidentified  amount  of 
money  to  another  woman,  who, 
in  return  for  the  money,  handed 
over  a  small  object  that  was 
cupped  in  her  left  hand.  The  offi¬ 
cers  concluded  that  that  was  a 
narcotics  transaction,  at  which 
point  they  pulled  over  and  exited 
their  vehicle. 

The  officers  identified  them¬ 
selves  by  their  SFPD  stars  hang¬ 
ing  from  a  chain  around  their 
necks. 

One  suspect  looked  at  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  began  to  walk  away, 
holding  the  suspected  narcotics 
in  her  left  hand  and  dollar  bills  in 
her  right.  She  tried  to  throw  a  tin 
can  under  a  parked  vehicle,  but 
the  can  bounced  off  the  bumper 

Local  director's 
film  to  be 
shown  at  LGBT 
Film  Festival 

Director  Richard  Wong,  a 
Richmond  District  resident,  pre¬ 
sents  a  screening  of  his  feature 
film  “Colma:  The  Musical,”  at 
the  30th  annual  San  Francisco 
International  LGBT  Film 
Festival. 

The  film,  which  tells  the  story 
of  three  friends  seeking  some¬ 
thing  better  in  a  small  town 
where  the  dead  outnumber  the 
living  1000  to  1,  will  be  shown 
on  Thursday,  June  15,  through 
Sunday,  June  25,  at  the  Castro, 
Victoria,  CineArts  and  Roxie  the¬ 
atres  in  the  City,  as  well  as  the 
Parkway  Theatre  in  Oakland. 

Wong’s  work  was  selected  as 
one  of  the  260  feature  and  short 
films  that  will  play  during  the 
festival. 

For  the  complete  schedule  of 
films  and  events,  visit 
www.frameline.org. 


and  landed  on  the  sidewalk,  scat¬ 
tering  around  numerous  off- 
white-colored  rocks.  The  officer 
suspected  the  substance  was 
crack  cocaine. 

The  officer  told  the  suspect  to 
place  her  hand  behind  her  back 
because  she  was  under  arrest. 

As  she  began  to  walk  away, 
the  officer  grabbed  her  left  arm 
and  placed  it  behind  her  back  be¬ 
cause  she  was  resisting  arrest. 
The  suspect  tried  to  kick  the  tin 
can  under  the  car  and  managed  to 
stomp  on  some  of  the  suspected 
crack  rocks  in  an  attempt  to  de¬ 
stroy  evidence. 

The  money  from  her  hand  and 
the  white  rocks  were  seized  as 
evidence. 

The  other  suspect  was  de¬ 
tained  without  resisting  arrest. 
Both  suspects  were  taken  to  the 
Richmond  District  Station. 

Battery,  May  15,  2:47  p.m., 
2800  Block  of  California  Street 

A  chef  at  a  Chinese  restaurant 
was  talking  to  his  fellow  employ¬ 
ee,  when  another  employee 
punched  him  in  the  face.  The  vic¬ 
tim  then  left  the  restaurant  to  go 
to  a  police  station. 

The  victim  told  the  officers 
his  story,  but  when  paramedics 
arrived,  he  refused  treatment. 

When  the  officers  arrived  at 
the  restaurant,  they  located  the 
man  with  whom  the  victim  was 
talking  to  prior  to  the  attack.  The 
witness  did  not  speak  English. 

After  finding  an  employee 
who  spoke  both  English  and 
Chinese,  the  officers  got  the  sto¬ 
ry:  The  suspect  who  punched  the 
victim  thought  he  was  talking 
about  him  (the  suspect),  which 
was  not  true,  according  to  the 
witness.  The  suspect  received  a 
citation. 

Loaded  Firearm  in  Vehicle, 
Firearm  with  Altered 
Identification,  May  7,  4:41 
a.m.,  Geary  Boulevard  and 
Ninth  Avenue 

Two  police  officers  in  a  police 
vehicle  noticed  a  suspect  speed¬ 
ing  on  Geary  Boulevard.  The  of¬ 
ficers  pulled  over  the  suspect  and 
a  background  check  revealed  the 
suspect’s  driver  license  to  be  sus¬ 
pended. 

During  an  inventory  check  of 
the  vehicle  before  it  was  towed. 


one  of  the  officers  found  a  hand¬ 
gun  on  the  floor  underneath  the 
driver’s  seat.  The  handgun  was 
loaded  but  there  was  not  a  round 
in  the  chamber. 

In  addition,  the  serial  number 
of  the  gun  was  scratched  to  the 
point  of  being  unreadable. 

The  driver  and  the  passenger 
were  taken  to  the  Richmond 
Station. 

Theft  from  Unlocked 
Vehicle,  May  9,  9  a.m.,  2400 
Block  of  Sutter  Street 

A  woman  left  her  car,  with  the 
keys  inside,  in  a  valet  parking 
lot.  When  she  returned,  she  no¬ 
ticed  that  her  glove  compartment 
was  open  and  several  papers  that 
were  inside  the  compartment 
were  on  the  floor.  Also,  the  car’s 
keys  were  missing. 

The  victim  asked  the  parking 
lot  attendant  where  her  keys 
were,  and  he  told  her  they  should 
be  in  the  car.  When  she  returned 
to  the  car,  she  saw  a  “homeless” 
person  emerge  from  the  bushes 
behind  the  vehicle.  When  con¬ 
fronted  by  the  victim  and  the  at¬ 
tendant,  the  homeless  man  admit¬ 
ted  to  having  the  keys,  but  insist¬ 
ed  he  found  them  and  wanted  $5 
for  their  return.  The  attendant 
paid  the  money  and  got  the  keys. 

The  victim  then  called  police, 
who  eventually  found  the  sus¬ 
pect.  Both  the  victim  and  the  at¬ 
tendant  separately  identified  the 
homeless  man  in  a  cold  show. 
The  victim  did  not  want  any  fur¬ 
ther  police  action,  so  the  suspect 
was  identified  and  released. 

Burglary,  Unlawful  Entry, 
May  8, 11:50  a.m.,  800  Block  of 
La  Playa 

While  on  patrol,  an  officer  re¬ 
sponded  to  a  report  of  petty  theft. 
At  the  scene,  he  met  with  a  plain¬ 
clothes  officer  who  told  him 
about  the  suspect.  The  officer 
said  he  saw  the  suspect  put  de¬ 
odorant  and  toothpaste  in  his  cart 
and  leave  without  making  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  pay  for  them. 

The  suspect  already  had  two 
petty  theft  citations  this  year.  He 
was  booked  for  burglary  because 
he  entered  the  supermarket  with 
his  backpack  and  an  intent  to 
steal.  When  informed  of  the 
charges,  the  suspect  replied,  “I’m 
hungry  and  I  don’t  have  any 
money.” 


Gavin  Newsom  and  Nancy  Pelosi 

endorse  your  neighbors: 


for  San  Francisco 

Democratic  County  Central  Committee 


Vote  June  6th  for  these  capable  and 
committed  Democrats 

Paid  for  by  Eject  Mali  Tuchow  FPFC#  1285378  and 
Jason  Wong  for  SF  DCCC  FPPC#  1285713 


Lookin’  For  A  Leader 


Legendary  rocker  Neil  Young  has  a  new  song  out  on  the  air¬ 
waves.  The  song,  “Lookin’  for  a  Leader,”  speaks  to  national 
politics.  The  same  could  go  for  our  Richmond  District. 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick  represents  the  Richmond 
District  at  City  Hall.  Unfortunately,  he  fails  to  represent  the 
people  of  the  Richmond  District. 

Specifically: 

1)  Golden  Gate  Park  Saturday  Road  Closings 

After  the  veto  by  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom,  McGoldrick 
did  not  seek  to  re-visit  the  legislation’s  merits  or  forge  a 
workable  compromise.  No,  “our”  supervisor  called  for  anoth¬ 
er  vote. 

2)  Proposed  Bus  Rapid  Transit  Lanes 

The  Geary  merchants  are  concerned  that  the  construction 
of  Bus  Rapid  Transit  lanes  down  the  middle  of  Geary 
Boulevard  could  cause  great  harm  to  our  neighborhood’s 
small  businesses.  Is  McGoldrick,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
County  Transportation  Authority,  willing  to  find  a  workable 
solution  for  our  local  business’  concerns? 

3)  Home  Ownership  Opportunities 

Many  San  Francisco  tenants  are  looking  for  homeowner- 
ship  opportunities  in  our  expensive  city.  Tenancy-in-com- 
mons  (TIC)  and  condo  conversions  are  creative  ways  that 
have  allowed  many  people  to  realize  the  “American  Dream.” 
McGoldrick  supports  all  legislation  that  restricts  a  tenant’s 
ability  to  own.  Is  he  for  creating  permanent  tenant  status  for 
constituents  or  for  new  home  ownership  opportunities? 

The  Richmond  District  is  in  need  of  a  coalition  builder,  a  su¬ 
pervisor  who  cares  about  both  tenants  and  property  owners, 
transit  riders  and  small  business  owners  -  someone  who  cares 
about  all  Richmond  District  residents. 

We  are  “looking  for  a  leader!” 

-  Curt  Coumale 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 

Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 

'Full  Service  At  Your  Service' 

4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 

www.cournaleco.com 


THANK  YOU 
MAYOR  NEWSOM! 


The  Greater  Geary  Boulevard  Merchants 
Association  thanks  you  for  standing  up  for  the 
neighborhood  -  and  against  the  narrow  self  in¬ 
terests  of  a  radical  minority. 

Your  veto  of  legislation  that  would  have 
closed  some  roads  in  the  east  end  of  Golden 
Gate  Park  on  Saturdays  saved  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  needless  parking  jams  on  roads  crossing 
the  park  and  an  unbearable  parking  situation. 

It  also  stood  up  for  the  will  of  the  voters, 
who  twice  rejected  the  Saturday  closures. 

Bravo! 
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I  specialize  in  the  Richmond  District 
and  Laurel  Heights  Real  Estate  Markets 

I  have  an  extensive  knowledge  of  property  values, 
marketing  trends,  home  decor  and 
pricing  strategies  for  these  neighborhoods. 

I  am  a  strong  negotiator,  who  utilizes  the  latest 
technology  and  marketing  concepts  for  my  clients. 

If  you  are  thinking  about  selling,  please  give  me  a  call 
for  a  free,  no-obligation  market  analysis  of  your  home. 

Oron  Maher 

(415)  452-7811 
Oron.Maher  @  cbnorcal.com 
www.camoves.com 

Richmond  District  Investment  Opportunity 

•  5  spacious  units  with  good  cash  flow 
and  remodeled  units,  some  with 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  views 

•  Located  in  vibrant  part  of  Richmond 
District 

Please  call  for  more  information 


Nobody  knows  the  Richmond  like  Oron  Maher 


ii  _ 

OUR  STAND 

SMALL  BUSINESSES  DESERVE 

BIG-TIME  INSURANCE. 


Call  me  today  for  help  with  your  business 
insurance  needs:  auto,  property  &  liability. 

(415)  666-1140 


David  Sirna 
Insurance  Agent 
5616  GEARY  BLVD  #205 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
OavidSirna@allstate.com 
CA  Lie:  0D96886 


/instate 

You're  in  good  hands. 


Call  or  stop  by  for  a  free  quote 


Insurance  subject  to  availability  and  qualifications.  Allstate  Insurance  Company  and  Allstate  Indemnity  Company. 
Northbrook.  Illinois  ©  2006  Allstate  Insurance  Company. 


□CEAN  BEACH 


best  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 
Fresh  Roasted  Turkey  Breast  Sandujiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Doily. 


SfU.flDS  ■  D€SS€RTS  ■  U!!N€  ■  B€€R  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


I  "  FREE"20~  SODA  “  1 

|  with  purchase  of  any  regular  sandwich  | 

^  Breakfast  sandwich  not  included.  Limit  2  diners  per  coupon.  Expires  6/30/06  ^ 

734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 

OPEN  7 DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


Assembly  candidates  square-off 


Fiona  Ma 

San  Francisco  needs  representatives  in 
Sacramento  who  understand  how  to  pass  legisla¬ 
tion  -  leaders  who  have  been  in  the  political 
trenches  and  know  how  to  make  wise  decisions 
that  will  affect  the  well-being  of  our  City  and  state 
for  years  to  come. 

California’s  economy  is  the  fifth  largest  in  the 
world,  and  the  decisions  made  in  Sacramento  have 
national  and  global  ramifications. 

In  this  race  for  Assembly,  I  am  the  only  candi¬ 
date  with  tested  experience.  I  am  the  only  candi¬ 
date  who  understands  the  day-to-day  mechanics  of 
how  to  get  things  done  in  Sacramento,  and  who 
truly  knows  what  it  means  to  make  tough  deci¬ 
sions. 

For  the  last  decade  I  have  fought  and  won  many 
difficult  battles  for  the  people  of  this  City,  and  as 
your  representative  I  will  continue  to  fight  for  is¬ 
sues  that  affect  the  lives  of  people  like  you  and 
me. 

When  I  was  young,  my  parents  wanted  me  to 
go  into  a  respectable  profession,  and  pursuing  a 
career  in  politics  was  not  part  of  the  program.  I 
earned  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  accounting,  and  mas¬ 
ter’s  degrees  in  taxation  and  business  administra¬ 
tion. 

Mom  and  Dad  were  thrilled  -  what  Chinese 
parents  wouldn’t  be? 

But  my  life  took  a  dramatic  turn  when  I  went  to 
work  for  state  Sen.  John  Burton. 

For  seven  years,  I  learned  from  a  dedicated 
public  servant  and  compassionate  Democrat.  I 
handled  constituent  services  in  the  senator’s  dis¬ 
trict  office,  helping  the  city’s  neediest  gain  access 
to  valuable  social  services. 

The  work  wasn’t  glamorous,  but  it  was  impor¬ 
tant  to  those  I  served. 

In  2002, 1  ran  a  tough  race  for  city  supervisor  in 
District  4  -  and  won.  For  four  years,  I  have  repre¬ 
sented  the  Sunset  District  on  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors. 

In  City  Hall,  I  have  worked  closely  with  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  to  make  a  difference  on  education, 
health  care  and  public  safety  issues.  I  am  proud  of 
my  work:  fighting  to  keep  firehouses  open,  making 
sine  trauma  centers  remain  in  our  neighborhoods, 
promoting  pedestrian  safety  along  19th  Avenue, 
and  helping  young  families  achieve  the  dream  of 
home  ownership. 

Looking  at  my  record,  you  will  see  that  I  have 
taken  on  complex  and  simple  issues  with  equal 
passion.  I  have  been  trained  by  the  very  best  at  the 
state  level  and  have  worked  with  the  brightest  here 
at  home.  I  have  seen  first-hand  the  devastating  im¬ 
pact  of  statewide  cuts  on  the  local  level  and  will 
fight  to  make  sure  our  district  receives  its  fan- 
share  and  more. 

Our  City  needs  an  experienced  advocate  in 
Sacramento;  someone  who  knows  how  to  negoti¬ 
ate  with  both  sides  of  the  aisle  to  get  things  done. 
We  need  a  representative  not  only  with  a  plan,  but 
the  ability  and  track  record  to  implement  it. 

In  Sacramento,  I  will  battle  to  restore 
Proposition  98  funding  levels  for  our  schools  so 
we  can  create  a  quality  public  education  for  our 
children. 

I  will  continue  the  fight  for  universal  pre-school 
so  all  of  our  children  -  not  just  the  children  of  the 
wealthy  -  get  a  head  start  in  life. 

I  will  fight  to  keep  costs  down  at  our  public  uni¬ 
versities  -  from  the  University  of  California  to 
community  colleges. 

I  will  fight  for  universal  health  care.  I  support  a 
single  payer  system  to  end  insurance  nightmares 
for  millions  of  people. 

I  strongly  supported  the  Bio  Tech  Tax  Credit, 
and  will  fight  to  make  San  Francisco  the  center  of 
biotechnology  research. 

I  will  fight  for  working  families  who  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  make  ends  meet  by  fighting  to  raise  the 
minimum  wage  and  making  sure  the  state’s 
wealthiest  taxpayers  pay  their  fair  share. 

I  know  the  people  of  San  Francisco  and  San 
Mateo  recognize  the  difference  that  experience 
makes. 

I  look  forward  to  serving  as  your  representative 
in  Sacramento  and  working  to  improve  the  lives  of 
families,  working  people  and  all  residents  of  the 
12th  Assembly  District. 

Please  give  me  your  vote  in  the  June  6  primary 
election. 


Janet  Reilly 

I’m  taking  a  stand  on  health  care  reform. 

Our  health  care  crisis  is  affecting  every  single 
one  of  us.  There  are  nearly  seven  million 
Californians  who  are  uninsured.  Families  and  busi¬ 
nesses  are  struggling  with  the  rising  costs  of  insur¬ 
ance  premiums  and  co-pays,  yet  we  seem  to  be  get¬ 
ting  worse  care  from  our  health  care  system.  Wait 
times  to  see  a  doctor  are  longer  -  and  visits  with 
them  are  shorter. 

The  rising  cost  of  health  care  means  we  all  pay 
more  for  goods  and  services.  The  shocking  truth  is 
that  when  you  go  to  Starbucks,  you  pay  more  for 
the  cost  of  the  employees’  health  insurance  than 
you  do  for  the  cost  of  the  coffee  beans.  Medical 
bills  cause  one  half  of  all  the  bankruptcies  in 
America.  Almost  every  single  one  of  us  could  lose 
our  insurance  if  we  lose  our  jobs.  Employer  or  em¬ 
ployee;  insured,  uninsured  or  underinsured  -  we 
are  all  paying  the  price  for  our  dysfunctional  health 
care  system. 

In  my  life,  I  have  seen  my  own  friends  and  fam¬ 
ily  experience  the  dramatic  gulf  between  sickness 
and  health.  My  oldest  sister  died  of  breast  cancer. 
Many  of  my  friends  are  fighting  right  now  to  re¬ 
cover  from  cancer,  and  I  see  the  importance  of 
quality  medical  care  in  their  lives.  I  see  the  pain  on 
the  faces  of  parents  of  autistic  and  asthmatic  kids 
as  they  struggle  to  give  their  children  the  very  best 
quality  of  life. 

So  what’s  the  problem?  Quite  frankly,  politi¬ 
cians  just  aren’t  getting  the  job  done.  Bold  solu¬ 
tions  are  risky  to  politicians  worried  more  about  re- 
election  than  about  working  families  who  struggle 
to  pay  for  their  next  trip  to  the  doctor. 
I’m  not  going  to  run  from  this  challenge.  As  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  state  Assembly  in  the  12th  Assembly 
District,  health  care  for  every  Californian  is  my 
number  one  priority. 

It’s  my  first  priority  because  I  believe  it  is  at  the 
center  of  most  of  the  problems  facing  California 
today.  By  tackling  runaway  health  care  costs  now, 
we  will  liberate  funds  that  we  can  reinvest  in  our 
neighborhoods  and  businesses,  and  we  will  stimu¬ 
late  our  state  government’s  economy  by  plugging 
the  health  care  spending  drain.  An  emphasis  on 
preventative  health  care  will  ensure  we  have 
healthy  children  ready  to  learn,  and  will  save  lives 
and  money. 

I’m  going  to  stand  up  and  fight  for  a  health  care 
plan  that  covers  every  single  Californian.  It’s 
called  Single  Payer  -  and  we’re  going  to  finally 
make  it  a  reality. 

Under  a  single  payer  health  care  system,  we  can 
cover  everyone  without  sacrificing  quality  or  in¬ 
creasing  health  care  expenditures.  The  truth  is  we 
have  the  money  to  cover  everyone.  Right  now  25 
to  35  percent  of  every  health  care  dollar  pays  for 
bureaucracy  and  paper  work;  only  65  to  75  percent 
of  costs  go  directly  to  health  care.  We  can  stream¬ 
line  our  system  to  eliminate  the  insurance  company 
middlemen  and  allocate  95  to  98  percent  of  costs 
directly  to  health  care.  We  can  let  everyone  keep 
his  or  her  own  doctor  and  make  his  or  her  own 
medical  decisions.  Please  read  my  detailed  single 
payer  plan  at  www.janetreilly.com. 

I’m  not  running  for  office  to  go  to  Sacramento 
and  offer  small  ideas  and  timid  solutions.  I’m  run¬ 
ning  to  pass  the  bold  reforms  that  will  make  a  real 
difference  in  our  community.  That’s  why  I  have 
published  a  series  of  comprehensive  policy  plans 
on  single  payer  health  care,  protecting  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  creating  excellent  schools. 

We  need  to  heal  our  ailing  schools.  The  health 
of  our  economy  rests  upon  our  ability  to  restore 
greatness  and  open  access  to  our  state  colleges  and 
universities.  Urban  sprawl  and  traffic  congestion 
are  creating,  quite  literally,  killer  commutes.  And 
until  we  are  leading  the  world  in  protecting  our  en¬ 
vironment,  we  are  not  doing  all  we  can  to  protect 
the  health  of  California. 

I  am  a  mother,  activist,  non-profit  leader  and 
director  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  Board.  I  am 
endorsed  by  a  wide  range  of  groups,  including  the 
Sierra  Club,  SF  Firefighters,  United  Health  Care 
Workers  and  SF  Women’s  Political  Committee. 

I  urge  you  to  stand  with  me  in  the  fight  for 
health  care  reform.  The  special  interests  are  going 
to  fight  hard  to  protect  the  status  quo,  so  I  need 
your  help.  Please  visit  my  website  at  www.jane- 
treilly.com  and  read  my  detailed  plans  for  reform. 
To  get  involved,  please  call  our  office  at  (415)  391- 
4088  or  e-mail  me  at  janet@janetreilly.com. 
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Changing  the 

Did  you  know  that  in 
November  2003,  less  than  half  of 
San  Francisco’s  registered  voters 
elected  the  offices  of  the  mayor, 
sheriff,  and  district  attorney? 
Similarly,  a  simple  plurality  in 
the  2001  and  2005  municipal 
elections  elected  the  city  attorney 
and  city  treasurer. 

Voter  tum-out  in  the 
November  2003  municipal  elec¬ 
tion  among  registered  voters  was 
45.67  percent,  as  opposed  to 
74.31  percent  in  the  November 
2004  presidential  election. 
Convert  that  into  raw  numbers 
for  the  November  2003  election 
and  you  get  209,723  people  de¬ 
ciding  the  City’s  future  for  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  739,426. 

Voter  tum-out  for  our  munici¬ 
pal  elections  is  abysmal.  This  is 
one  of  the  reasons  I  recently  pro¬ 
posed  a  charter  amendment  that 
will  change  the  election  cycle  for 
local  offices  to  coincide  with  fed¬ 
eral  and  state  elections. 

Under  the  proposal,  the  of¬ 
fices  of  the  mayor,  sheriff,  and 
district  attorney  would  run  for 
five-year  terms  in  2007. 
Thereafter,  beginning  in  2012, 
these  offices  would  continue  to 
be  elected  every  four  years. 

The  city  attorney  and  city 
treasurer’s  offices  would  be 
elected  for  five-year  terms  in 
November  2009.  Beginning  in 
2014,  both  offices  would  be 
elected  every  four  years.  All  of 
these  local  offices  would  coin¬ 
cide  with  both  federal  and 
statewide  elections  beginning  in 
2012  and  2014. 

This  proposal  will  result  in  the 
election  of  local  officials  by  a 
higher  percentage  of  voters.  It 
also  makes  the  voting  process 
less  burdensome,  less  time  con¬ 
suming  and  more  convenient  for 
the  voters.  It  saves  time  and 
money  for  the  City,  making  local 
government  more  efficient. 


election  cycle 

decrease  voter  turn  out. 

Voters  do  balance  their  civic 
duty  with  the  demands  of  every¬ 
day  life.  However,  at  some  point, 
the  time  and  effort  one  expends 
to  read  and  understand  the  mate¬ 
rials,  to  make  decisions  and  to 
actually  vote  may  outweigh  one’s 
desire  to  vote.  The  number  of 
elections  may  even  confuse  and 
discourage  voters  from  voting  in 
some,  if  not  all,  of  the  different 
types  of  elections. 

Saves  Time  and  Money 

According  to  the  office  of  the 
legislative  analyst,  election  costs 
have  averaged  $8.6  million  per 
year  depending  on  the  number  of 
elections.  Appropriations  for 
elections  were  particularly  high, 
$19,098,436,  during  the  2003- 
2004  fiscal  year  due  to  the  four 


elections  that  were  held  during 
that  time  period.  These  costs  are 
associated  with  developing  and 
mailing  voter  guides,  printing 
ballot  cards,  hiring  poll  workers 
and  renting  polling  places,  to 
name  a  few. 

Employees  at  the  SF 
Department  of  Elections  spend 
most  of  their  time  ramping  up  for 
each  election.  Instead,  some  of 
these  efforts  can  be  focused  on 
voter  outreach  and  registration. 

Under  my  proposal,  the  City 
will  decrease  the  number  of  elec¬ 
tions,  saving  at  least  $26,233,167 
over  10  years.  This  figure  does 
not  take  into  account  ongoing 
costs,  such  as  employee  salaries 
and  fringe  benefits,  nor  does  it 
account  for  inflation. 

In  sum,  presidential  elections 
have  the  highest  voter  turnout.  If 
we  want  to  have  our  local  offi¬ 
cials  elected  by  a  large  portion  of 
our  residents,  we  need  to  have 
our  local  election  cycle  coincide 
with  federal  or  statewide  elec¬ 
tions.  If  we  want  to  increase  vot¬ 
er  tum-out,  we  need  to  turn  the 
tide  of  voter  bum-out. 

San  Francisco  Supervisor 
Jake  McGoldrick  represents 
District  1. 


IS  TOUR  HOUSE  ANCHORED  AND  BRACED? 


Contractors  Retrofit 
Anchor  bolting 
Cripple  wall  bracing 
Seismic  gas  valves 


Full  Seismic  Upgrades 
Soft  story  reinforcements 
Foundation  replacement/repair 
Engineered  plans  and  permits 


Ken  Kelton  Construction 


The  Market  Has 
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Avg  Selling  FYic* 

After  5+  Years  of  Gains  ... 

Is  It  Time  You  Sell  and  Cash  Out? 
Call  Kory  to  Find  Out. 


Kory  Stradinger,  MBA 

Real  Estate  Consultant 

415  640-8653 

kory.stradinger@  prurealty.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


learning  a  game! 

TREMD’s  ^Jl  Flash  Cards 

Proven  effective  for  learning 
basic  skills:  TREND  lias  1"  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 
cards.  Fun  activities 
included  for 
indiv  idual  and  dj**'"  ' 
group  practice, 

©-1 


shoes 


Officials  Elected  By  More 
Voters 

Why  is  it  important  to  in¬ 
crease  voter  turn  out  for  munici¬ 
pal  elections?  First,  a  democracy 
is  only  as  good  as  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  its  individuals  and  of  its 
civil  society  as  a  whole. 

Greater  participation  at  the 
ballot  box  can  lead  to  greater 
participation  in  local  govern¬ 
ment,  where  the  opportunities  for 
civic  participation- are  high. 
Residents  can  engage  their  local 
officials  at  local  events,  such  as 
neighborhood  meetings.  They 
can  provide  public  comment  at 
legislative  hearings,  join  a  task 
force  to  advise  policymakers,  sit 
on  commissions  and  boards  and 
weigh-in  on  issues  that  affect  us 
all. 

Second,  greater  participation 
by  voters  more  accurately  re¬ 
flects  the  will  of  the  people, 
whereas,  a  low  voter  tum-out  re¬ 
sults  in  unequal  representation. 
Thus,  high  voter  tum-out  for  lo¬ 
cal  elections  is  an  important  as¬ 
pect  of  having  our  municipal 
government  truly  represent  the 
will  of  its  citizens. 

With  24  elections  over  a  span 
of  10  years,  voters  are  expected, 
on  average,  to  turn  up  at  the  polls 
twice  a  year.  This  average  in¬ 
cludes  elections  involving  all 
levels  of  government  as  well  as 
primary  elections.  Having  so 
many  successive  elections  can 


415-333-1140 

CA  Contractor's  License  #324498 

Structural  Alterations  of  Older  San  Francisco  Homes  Since  1977 

Your  Future  Needs  English 

y  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

/  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

•/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 
y  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 


Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 

-  *vt, 

fm*..  ^  ■%  n  isLif 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


Struggling  to  find  the  right  school 

for  your  middle  grade  child? 

for  your  kindergartner? 

There’s  still  time  to  schedule  a  school  tour.  Call  to  arrange 
a  tour  and  discover  why  St.  Monica’s  School  offers  the 
best  education  in  the  Richmond/Sea  Cliff  area. 

Find  out  about  our 


■  Strong  academics 

■  Closeknit  community 

■  Safe  environment 

■  Physical  education 


■  Extended  Care  Program 

■  Mandarin  and  Cantonese 
classes 

■  Financial  assistance  and 
payment  plans 


Before  you  select  a 
school, visit  us  again! 


Transfer  students  are  always 
welcome 

For  a  school  packet,  call 

(415)  751-9564 

www.stmonicasf.org 


And  much  more! 


St. Monica  School 

Grades  K-8 
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Celebrating  Asian  heritage,  culture  at  festival 


American  Idol  contestant  Sway  performs  a  popular  song  for  the  afternoon  crowd 
at  the  Asian  Heritage  Street  Celebration. 


The  second  annual  Asian  Heritage  Street 
Celebration  was  held  May  20  on  Irving  Street,  be¬ 
tween  20th  and  25th  avenues.  The  fair  featured  a  va¬ 
riety  of  Asian- American  food,  cooking  and  martial 
arts  demonstrations,  arts  and  crafts,  karaoke  and  live 
performances  by  local  musicians  and  comics. 


Photos:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


Jonah  Rutkin,  5,  prepares  to  shoot  a  super-large  bas¬ 
ketball. 


Ginger  Lai  checks  out  a  charm  display  at  the  Asian 
heritage  festival. 


1:12  PM  |  The 


San  Francisco  Neigh  Mr  h< 


The  Casbah 
of  Clement. 


We  help  sellers  and  buyers 
succeed  in  the  real  estate  market  by 
providing  unparalleled  service  and 
guidance  based  on  over  25  years  of 
experience.  Add  integrity,  commitment 
and  dedication  to  the  mix  and  you 
have  our  recipe  for  success. 


wui  uieilli  become  our  friends. 
We  are  always  available,  always  on 
your  side  and  always  reliable.  If  you 
are  thinking  about  selling,  you  owe  it 
to  yourself  to  give  us  a  call  and  find 
out  what  we  can  do  for  you.  Put  our 
team  to  work  for  you! 


Initial  Consultation 
Market  Analysis 
Property  Evaluation 

We  know  the  Richmond 


Jacob  Vendle,  MBA 

Broker  Associate 

415-218-4031 

jacob@vendle.com 

www.vendle.com 


Eileen  Mougeot 

Broker  Associate 
415-321-4242 
emougeot@hill-co.com 
www.hill-co.com 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)  931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management/ 
Rental  Office 

1 906  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)292-1777 
f:  (415)292-1775 


At  Hill  &  Co.,  we've  been  helping  people  find 


Color  us  helpful. 


In  the  neighborhood  west  of  Arguello,  a  riot 
of  sights  and  sounds  make  the  Richmond 
one  of  the  most  colorful  areas  in  the  City. 


From  red-hot  Kung  Pao  to  Green  Apple 
Books,  the  Richmond's  got  a  little  of 
everything.  And  surroundings  that  are  no 
less  spectacular  than  Golden  Gate  Park, 
the  Presidio,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 


the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their  aspira¬ 
tions  for  nearly  50  years.  And  we've  helped 
them  sell  their  homes  too,  when  they've  been 
ready  to  move  on  to  new  dreams. 


If  you'd  like  more  information  about  the 
Richmond,  or  about  any  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  City,  call  us  at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000. 
Or  visit  our  website  at  www.hill-co.com. 
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Craftswoman  demonstrates  ancient  Chinese  art 


by  George  McConnell 

A  childhood  hobby  that  be¬ 
came  a  profession  for  artist 
Yumei  Hou  and  brought  her  fame 
in  her  Chinese  homeland  also 
turned  into  the  path  to  a  new  life 
in  San  Francisco. 

On  Saturday,  May  13,  Hou 
provided  a  rare  demonstration  of 
her  celebrated  skill  in  the  ancient 
Chinese  folk  art  of  paper  cutting 
to  an  appreciative  audience  at  the 
Ortega  Branch  Library. 

Making  just  a  few  cuts  in  a 
folded  piece  of  paper  with  a  pair 
of  scissors,  she  created,  seeming¬ 
ly  by  magic,  intricate  pictures  of 
animals  and  flowers  in  a  matter 
of  minutes.  While  the  onlookers 
reveled  in  her  artistry,  the  story 
of  her  journey  from  struggling 
artist  to  international  acclaim  is 
also  remarkable. 

Hou  was  born  in  Tonghua 
City  in  northwest  China  in  1952. 
During  China’s  Cultural 
Revolution  in  the  ’70s,  her  fami¬ 
ly  was  forced  to  leave  its  home 
and  moved  to  the  country  to 
work  in  agriculture. 

”We  were  very  poor,  and  I 
used  to  work  in  the  fields  har¬ 
vesting  crops,”  she  said. 

When  she  was  four,  her  moth¬ 
er  began  to  teach  her  weaving, 
embroidering  and  paper  cutting, 
and  Hou  discovered  she  excelled 
in  art.  Time  passed  and  she  got 
married  and  had  four  children, 
but  she  said  she  never  gave  up  on 
her  ambition  to  study  art. 

She  eventually  applied  at  an 
art  academy  near  her  home. 
During  enrollment,  she  told 
school  officials  about  her  paper 
cutting  skills,  and  they  handed 
her  a  pair  of  scissors  and  asked 
her  to  demonstrate. 

“I  was  very  scared,”  she  said, 
“because  art  was  considered  sub¬ 
versive  and  burned,  and  you 
were  not  allowed  to  have  scis¬ 
sors.” 

The  government,  however, 
had  begun  a  program  to  promote 
ancient  folk  art,  such  as  paper 
cutting.  The  school  was  very  im¬ 
pressed  with  her  talent  and  she 
was  accepted  as  a  student. 

“The  school  was  30  kilome¬ 
ters  (about  18  miles)  away,  but  I 
had  no  money  to  take  the  bus,  so 
I  was  forced  to  ride  my  bike  to 
class.  Sometimes,  at  night,  on  the 
way  home,  I  would  slip  and  fall 
into  a  ditch,”  Hou  said. 


“She  works  on  40  to  50  floats 
year  for  us,  including  the 
Chinese  New  Years  parade, 
sculpting  larger-than-life  sculp¬ 
tures,  like  cars  and  boats  and 
people,  out  of  styrofoam.  She’s  a 
little  bit  of  a  genius  I  would  say,” 
said  her  supervisor  and  fellow 


.*  J 


sculptor  David  Thomas. 

Although  she  is  not  famous 
like  she  was  back  in  China,  Hou 
said  she  appreciates  the  freedom 
here. 

“In  China,  I  was  only  allowed 
to  do  one  thing.  It  is  better  here,” 
she  said. 


Enjoy  Local,  Organic 
Produce,  Grass  Fed  Beef 
and  more 

Try  our  CSA  for  4  weeks  &  receive 
a  FREE  bag  of  organic,  fair  trade 
coffee. 

*Pick  up  Tuesday's  on  Balboa  St.  @  39th  Ave. 

Visit  www.eatwiththeseasons.com 
for  more  info.  &  to  sign  up  or  call 
Becky  @  (831)  245-8125. 


Photo:  Francis  da  Silva 

Yumei  Hou  displays  an  intricate  cut-out  commemorat¬ 
ing  the  Year  of  the  Dog.  Hou  worked  on  the  creation 
at  the  Ortega  Branch  Library  in  May. 


CAFE  &  DELI 


Paper  cutting  has  been  traced 
back  to  the  Tang  Dynasty  in  the 
fifth  century,  according  to  Hou. 
Originally  called  “window  flow¬ 
ers”  because  it  was  used  to  deco¬ 
rate  windows,  today  the  patterns 
are  used  on  special  occasions, 
such  as  weddings,  festivals  and 
holidays,  and  for  home  decora¬ 
tions.  In  China,  professional  pa¬ 
per  cutting  artists  work  together 
in  workshops  and  have  guaran¬ 
teed  incomes,  she  said. 

Hou’s  talent  became  recog¬ 
nized  in  Chinese  paper- cutting 
societies,  and  she  soon  gained 
national  recognition.  She  was  ap¬ 
pointed  the  director  of  the 
Society  of  Paper  Cutters  of  China 
and,  in  1992,  the  government  be¬ 
gan  to  send  her  to  international 
exhibitions,  where  she  won  many 
awards.  The  United  Nations  or¬ 
ganization,  UNESCO,  awarded 
her  the  title  of  “Folk  Artist.” 

But  when  she  came  to  San 
Francisco  in  February  2001  to 
conduct  a  demonstration  at  the 
Asian  Art  Museum,  her  hfe  took 
an  unexpected  turn.  During  the 
show  she  met  a  fan  who  later  be¬ 
came  her  husband.  After  a  brief 


courtship,  he  asked  her  to  marry 
him  and  begin  a  new  life  together 
in  America.  Hou  hesitated. 

“I  didn’t  know  if  I  wanted  to 
give  up  my  life  in  China.  I  was 
very  famous  there  and  nobody 
knew  me  here.  My  husband 
asked  me  to  try  it  for  awhile,  and 
after  six  months  I  decided  I 
wanted  to  stay  here,”  she  said. 

Hou  said  paper  cutting  is  not 
well  known  in  this  country,  and 
she  has  been  unable  to  start  any 
paper  cutting  organizations.  She 
continues  to  demonstrate  her 
craft  in  shows  and  schools  and 
hopes  to  someday  open  a  school. 

For  the  last  several  years,  Hou 
has  worked  as  an  artist  for  a 
company  in  San  Francisco  that 
designs  and  builds  parade  floats. 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

‘Offering  Take  Out  Meals,  M-Th  until  6  p.m. 
‘Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

6000  California  St. @  22nd  Ave., Tel. 22 1-7801 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


ZEPHYR 

HEAL  ESTATE 


Property  is  the  single  best 
investment  you  can  make. 


Calling  Julie  Reber  is 
the  second  best. 


.Julie  Reber 


Maat  Srui&M  ivxs 

www.juliereber.com 


Just  Imagine  . . . 

The  Perfect  Smile 

Today  it's  easier  and  more  affordable  than  ever! 

Modem  breakthroughs  in  dentistry  can  produce  almost  miraculous 
results.  Picture  yourself  with  a  dazzling  white,  healthy  smile, 
children  without  cavities,  and  easy  solutions  to  unsighdy  or 
damaged  teeth.  Relax  knowing  that  this  all  can  be  delivered 
in  a  gentle ,  caring  way  at  an  affordable  cost. 


If  It's  Been  More  Than  Six  Months  ,  Call  Us. 
Same  Day  Relief  For  Dental  Emergencies! 


1  New  Patients  Welcome  —  Personalized,  Comprehensive  Gentle  Care 
1  Mercury  Free  White  Fillings  —  No  More  Metal  Or  Black  Teeth! 

1  Air  Abrasion  —  "Didn't  feel  a  thing"  PAIN  FREE  Fillings 

>  Intra-Oral  Camera  —  See  The  Results  Before  Any  Work  Is  Done 

>  ZOOM!  Teeth  Whitening  —  Dazzling  Results  In  One  Hour 

•  Swissedent  Dentures  —  Life-Like,  NATURAL  And  Comfortable 

•  Porcelain  Crowns  —  A  Beautiful  Smile  Without  The  Dark  Gum  Line 


Graduate  of  SCSF  Dental 
School  1984 

Over  2000  hours  of 
continuing  education 

•  20  years  practicing  in 
San  Francisco  at  the 
same  location 

•  Award  winning 
clinical  professor  at  the 
local  dental  school 

•  Volunteers  locally  at 
schools,  senior  centers  & 
homeless  clinics 


Ronald  Yee,  D.D.S. 

Most  Insurance  Accepted  •  Care  Credit  H 


★★★★★5-Star  Spa  Service  ★★★★★ 

Movies  &  DVD's 
Stereo  Headphones 
Hot  Scented  Towels 
Warm  Blankets 

Orthopedic  Back  &  Neck  Pillows 

Richmond  District 

DENTAL  CARE 

4200  California  Street  •  Suite  210  at  4th  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

(415)  668-0526 

Serving  Satisfied  Patients  Since  1984 

www.SanFranciscoDentalCare.com 
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Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


Call  John  Lee  today  .  ,  ^ 

for  a  free  consultation:  (415)  44/-6231 


PACIFIC 


UNION 


Serving  as  your  local  newspaper  columnist  lor  the  past  15  years! 
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Mayor  vetoes  Saturday  closures 


newspaper. 

Summer  school 
for  Mandarin 

The  SFSU  Confucius  Institute 
and  the  College  of  Extended 
Learning  are  offering  five  new 
Mandarin  language  courses  that 
will  run  in  June  and  July. 

Topics  include  survival 
Mandarin  for  business  travel,  ba¬ 
sic  Mandarin  pronunciation  and 
simple  conversation,  and  inter¬ 
mediate  Chinese  characters  and 
conversation. 

The  weekday  classes  will  be 
held  at  the  SFSU  Downtown 
Center,  425  Market  St. 

For  more  information  or  to 
enroll,  call  405-7700  or  visit 
www.cel.sfsu.edu/mandarin. 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 


~  Restoring  with  a  Vision  ~ 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation 

"Assisted  listening  available 


Richmond  District  Neighborhood  Center 
741  30th  Ave.  (Between  Balboa/Cabrillo) 

For  More  Information,  please  call  751  -6600 
or  visit  www.rdnc.org 

Public  Transit:  Muni  #2,  5,  31, 38  lines 

Generously  Funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Arts  Commission,  Community  Arts  and  Education  Program, 
_ Department  of  Children,  Youth  and  Their  Families  (DCYF),  and  individual  donors. 


Continued  from  page  1 

attempt.  Despite  the  fact  that  the 
voters  twice  rejected  Saturday 
closures,  he  sponsored  the  plan, 
saying  the  expensive,  privately- 
operated  garage  under  the  park’s 
cultural  institutions  had  changed 
the  facts  on  the  ground. 

The  only  thing  the  garage  did 
was  move  underground  some  of 
the  parking  spaces  on  the  surface 
roads  of  the  park.  The  museum’s 
volunteers,  staff,  docents  and 
customers  can  still  park  on  some 
surface  roads  near  the  cultural  in¬ 
stitutions. 

If  the  park  is  closed 
Saturdays,  these  people  will  be 
cruising  the  Richmond  and 
Sunset  districts  looking  for  a 
space.  To  think  otherwise  is  just 
plain  foolish. 

When  he  was  running  for  re- 
election,  McGoldrick  said  the 
will  of  the  voters  was  supreme, 
and  he  rejected  the  notion  of 
Saturday  closures.  The  facts  on 
the  ground  haven’t  changed,  but 
the  supervisor’s  position  has. 

Four  Supervisors  Ride  to 
the  Rescue 

It’s  a  good  thing  that  four  su¬ 
pervisors,  Ma,  Dufty,  Elsbumd 
and  Afioto-Pier,  are  looking  out 
for  the  best  interests  of  all  the 
people  of  the  City,  and  not  just 
their  special  interest  groups. 
Their  four  votes  kept  the  mayor’s 
veto  from  being  overridden. 

Some  of  those  who  voted  for 
the  closure  plan  did  so  for  differ¬ 
ent  reasons. 

Supervisor  Ross  Mirkarimi, 
whose  District  5  turf  includes  the 
Inner  Sunset,  said  he  voted  for 
the  closures  as  a  way  to  force 
people  into  the  park’s  under¬ 
ground  garage  so  that  it  could 
make  more  money  to  pay  off  the 
garage’s  debt  and  to  help  prevent 
what  he  sees  as  a  potential  finan¬ 
cial  “boondoggle.” 

He,  like  McGoldrick,  framed 
the  issue  as  being  all  about  the 
park’s  cultural  institutions  -  not 
about  the  area’s  residents  and  the 
thousands  of  people  who  have  to 
commute  through  the  western 
half  of  San  Francisco.  United 
States  Highway  1,  known  as 
Park  Presidio  Boulevard  in  the 
Richmond  and  19th  Avenue  in 
the  Sunset,  often  becomes  grid- 
locked  in  the  park.  The  Saturday 
closures  would  no-doubt  exacer¬ 


bate  the  situation. 

When  I  talked  to  Mirkarimi, 
he  did  express  some  concern 
over  the  fate  of  Richmond  resi¬ 
dents  living  near  the  park.  He 
said  he  would  push  for  a  study  of 
the  area  from  the  SF  Parking  and 
Traffic  Department,  because 
there  has  never  been  one  under¬ 
taken. 

But,  if  we  don’t  know  the  cur¬ 
rent  parking  and  traffic  impacts, 
how  can  we  judge  how  much  has 
changed  as  a  result  of  the 
Saturday  closures:  Don’t  we  need 
“baseline”  information  to  make  a 
reasoned  decision? 

Mirkarimi  also  suggested  that 
neighborhoods  near  the  park 
could  become  residential  parking 
areas,  where  residents  would  get 
stickers  to  park  long-term  on  the 
street.  Other  than  making  people 
fill  out  forms  and  pay  for  the 
right  to  park  near  their  homes, 
the  stickers  would  have  little  ef¬ 
fect  on  people  using  the  park  for 
short  periods  of  time.  It  would, 
however,  create  another  revenue 
stream  for  the  City  when  parking 
control  officers  start  citing  family 
and  friends  who  overstay  their 
city-mandated  time  allocation. 

The  whole  Saturday  park  road 
closure  plan  was  poorly  con¬ 
ceived.  Using  the  mantra 
“healthy  Saturdays”  as  a  slogan, 
the  measure  had  nothing  to  do 
with  health.  There  is  already  an 
abundance  of  parks  where  people 
can  play  and  get  exercise  and 
closing  other  streets  in  the  park 
would  be  less  disruptive. 

I  don’t  know  why  McGoldrick 
and  his  supporters  won’t  consider 
closing  an  area  in  the  western 
end  of  Golden  Gate  Park  on 
Saturdays.  They  say  it  is  too  con¬ 
fusing  for  the  public  and  that 
there  aren’t  as  many  amenities  in 
the  west  end.  That’s  a  poor  argu¬ 
ment,  especially  when  you’re 
fighting  for  more  paved  space 
and  a  car-free  environment.  The 
weather  is  the  same,  and  there 
are  restrooms  in  the  western  end 
of  the  park. 

As  well,  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  with  its  planetarium, 
aquarium  and  natural  history  mu¬ 
seum,  isn’t  even  open  yet,  and 
won’t  be  for  several  years.  How 
can  you  have  a  six-month  trial, 
which  was  intended  to  become 
permanent  before  the  trial  even 
ended,  long  before  all  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  cultural  institutions  in  the 


park  are  open? 

McGoldrick  and  his  support¬ 
ers  jammed  this  plan  down  local 
residents’  throats  and  didn’t  even 
give  them  a  fair  hearing  at  the 
only  public  hearing  that  was 
held.  During  the  supervisor’s 
committee  hearing,  supporters  of 
the  road  closures  cheered  every 
time  one  of  their  supporters 
spoke  and  jeered,  or  publicly 
criticized,  members  of  the  muse¬ 
um  and  public  who  dared  have  a 
different  opinion. 

McGoldrick  allowed  the  four- 
hour  hearing  to  be  on  scale  with 
a  high  school  pep  rally  and  never 
reprimanded  his  supporters,  who 
personally  attacked  individual 
members  of  the  city’s  cultural  in¬ 
stitutions  and  public. 

He  also  attacked,  like  a  prose¬ 
cutor,  a  member  of  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
who  showed  up  to  testify  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  department.  The  de¬ 
partment’s  position  was  to  close 
roads  in  the  less-traveled  western 
end  of  the  park  instead  of  in  the 
eastern  end. 

I’ve  been  going  to  these  hear¬ 
ings,  in  all  types  of  city  depart¬ 
ments,  for  18  years,  and  I  was 
disgusted  at  the  lack  of  civility 
that  was  exhibited  by  members 
of  my  city  government.  Civic  de¬ 
bate  with  McGoldrick  at  the 
helm  is  more  like  a  carnival, 
where  participants  let  their  im¬ 
mature  frustrations  out  on  those 
who  dare  disagree  with  them. 

You  could  definitely  tell  who 
the  adults  at  the  meeting  were. 

Supporters  of  Saturday  road 
closures  should  take  their  pro¬ 
posal  back  to  the  voters  of  San 
Francisco.  They,  in  their  wisdom, 
will  decide  whether  or  not  the 
plan  is  a  good  one. 

If  proponents  of  Saturday  clo¬ 
sures  are  smart,  they  will  propose 
closing  roads  in  the  western  end 
of  the  park. 

Closing  some  roads  in  the 
west  end  of  the  park  would  spare 
inner  Richmond  and  Sunset  dis¬ 
trict  residents  from  a  degradation 
in  their  quality  of  life,  would 
lessen  the  severe  traffic  impacts 
that  are  likely  to  occur  on  the  few 
roads  that  cross  the  park,  and 
would  keep  the  park’s  cultural  in¬ 
stitutions  from  being  negatively 
impacted. 

In  McGoldrick’s  zeal  to  attack 
the  city’s  cultural  institutions,  he 
lost  sight  of  those  who  elected 
him  -  his  constituents,  who 
clearly  do  not  want  the  park 
closed  on  Saturdays. 

As  the  representative  for  the 
Richmond  District,  McGoldrick 
should  represent  those  who  elect¬ 
ed  him,  and  not  pander  to  the 
narrow  self-interests  of  a  small 
group  of  people  who  don’t  care 
about  the  concerns  of  Richmond 
residents. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  the  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Richmond  Review 


Tuesday  Night  Bring -and -Share  Meal  and  Book  Study: 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  at  7  pm 


Located  at  420  29th  Avenue 
(near  Clement)  -  Parking 
available  during  services  across 
street  at  Presidio  Middle  School 


St.  Peter’s  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Center  for  Progressive 
Christianity 

+  +  + 


For  more  information  on 
services  and  programs,  call 
Fr.  David  Rickey  at  (415)  751-4942 
or  visit  our  website  at 

www.stpeters-sf.org 


...  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  qualify 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


@8® 

CITIKIDS  tii 


•  152  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


19th  Annual  Multicultural  Children’s  Art  Fair 

Free  Admission 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

I  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 


As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  1  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 


As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 
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Environment 


Jocelyn  Cohen 

You  can  protect  remarkable  trees 


How  can  we  quantify  the  im¬ 
portance  of  trees  for  an  individu¬ 
al,  community,  or  the  well-being 
of  the  urban  forest?  What  does  it 
mean  to  preserve  a  small 
Japanese  black  pine  that  symbol¬ 
izes  a  long  history  to  the  sur¬ 
rounding  neighborhood?  How 
can  we  measure  the  importance 
of  a  single  tree  (on  an  otherwise 
treeless  street)  that  carries  stories 
for  generations  of  inhabitants? 

San  Francisco  recently  passed 
a  new  ordinance  that  allows  peo¬ 


ple  to  tell  the  City  about  trees 
that  are  special  and  to  help  pro¬ 
tect  and  preserve  these  trees.  The 
Landmark  and  Significant  Tree 
Ordinance  adds  to  our  City’s  ex¬ 
isting  tree  laws,  defining  “signifi¬ 
cant  trees”  and  establishing  a 
regulatory  program  that  governs 
their  care  and  removal. 

The  amendments  allow  com¬ 
munity  members  and  city  offi¬ 
cials  to  nominate  trees  for  protec¬ 
tion.  Once  nominated,  the  tree  is 
evaluated  by  the  Urban  Forestry 


Council,  which  makes  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors,  which  could  ulti¬ 
mately  grant  the  tree  landmark 
status. 

The  Urban  Forestry  Council 
will  consider  several  factors 
when  deciding  whether  or  not  to 
recommend  a  tree  for  landmark 
status,  such  as  size,  age,  notable 
visual  characteristics  and  rarity, 
cultural,  ecological  or  historical 
importance. 

Any  tree  in  San  Francisco  can 
be  landmarked,  including  street 
trees,  trees  on  City  property,  and 
trees  on  privately-owned  proper¬ 
ty.  A  member  of  the  public  who 
wishes  to  nominate  a  tree  that  is 
not  on  his  or  her  property  will 
need  to  get  support  from  an  au¬ 
thorized  nominator:  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  SF  Planning 
Commission,  SF  Landmarks 
Preservation  Advisory  Board, 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


heads  of  City  departments  or 
agencies,  or  the  property  owner. 

A  tree  automatically  becomes 
“significant”  if  some  portion  of 
its  trunk  is  within  10  feet  of  the 
public  right-of-way  and  meets 
one  of  following  three  criteria:  a 
diameter  of  at  least  1 2  inches,  a 
height  of  20  feet,  or  a  canopy 
spread  in  excess  of  15  feet.  These 
criteria  include  all  trees  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  SF  Department 
of  Public  Works  and  privately- 
owned  trees  within  10  feet  of  a 
public  right  of  way.  Unlike  land- 
marked  trees,  “significant”  trees 
are  automatically  protected  based 
solely  on  the  size/location  crite¬ 
ria  and  do  not  need  to  be  nomi¬ 
nated. 

With  the  new  ordinance  in 
place,  it’s  no  longer  difficult  to 
calculate  what  a  special  tree  or 
grove  of  trees  means  to  you.  The 
Landmark  Tree  Nomination 
Form  makes  the  process  simple 
and  enjoyable. 


How  You  Can  Get  Started 

•  Go  to  the  Web  site  at 
www.sfenvironment.org/land- 
marktree  for  Landmark  Tree 
Nomination  Forms; 

•  For  complete  text  of  the  San 
Francisco  Urban  Forest 
Ordinance,  visit  www.sfenviron- 
ment.org/landmarktree. 

Jocelyn  Cohen,  DBA  Poetree 
Landscapes  &  Arboriculture, 
works  as  a  certified  arborist, 
garden  designer  and  aesthetic 
pruner.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Urban  Forestry  Council  and 
was  instrumental  in  drafting  the 
new  tree  legislation  For  more 
information,  contact  her  at  joce- 
lyn@jocelync.com.  Learn  more 
about  how  San  Francisco 's 
Environment  Department  is  pro¬ 
tecting  and  preserving  the  City’s 
environmental  well-being  at 
www.sfenvironment.com,  visit 
the  EcoCenter  at  11  Grove  St.,  or 
call  (415)  355-3700. 


Editor: 

The  continuous  problem  of 
neighbors  versus  the  Veterans 
Administration  (VA),  now  esca¬ 
lating  to  a  filed  civil  lawsuit  by 
Gene  Brodsky,  an  attorney  and 
member  of  the  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond 
(PAR),  is  in  my  opinion,  harass¬ 
ment  of  the  worst  kind. 

The  neighbors  adjacent  to  the 
VA  have  been  complaining  about 
the  traffic  and  noise  for  years, 
even  though  every  district  in  San 
Francisco  has  worse  traffic  and 
noise.  Now  that  these  unmerited 
complaints  aren’t  working,  they 
are  interfering  into  the  mission  of 
the  VA  by  demanding  informa¬ 
tion  that  is  not  in  their  province 
or  entitlement. 

Bums,  a  member  of  Friends  of 
Lands  End  (FOLE)  who  pur¬ 
chased  his  home  in  1991,  surely 
knew  that  he  was  buying  a  house 
near  Fort  Miley,  where  the  VA 
has  treated  sick,  disabled  and  de¬ 
serving  veterans  from  all  wars 
since  1934.  So  what  is  he  really 
complaining  about?  I  wonder 
whether  or  not  there  is  a  veteran 
among  these  neighbors  since 
they  all  seem  to  have  one  pur¬ 
pose  -  to  get  the  VA  out  of  their 
pristine  area.  Why  don’t  they  sell 
their  houses  and  move  if  they’re 
so  unhappy?  Sick,  disabled  veter¬ 
ans  can’t  move.  Every  day  they 
are  grateful  that  they  have  the  VA 
at  42nd  Avenue  and  Clement 
Street. 


Whatever  it  takes  —  new 
buildings,  labs  or  more  growth  in 
any  area  -  the  VA  should  not  be 
restrained  from  doing  so.  All  of 
us  will  be  watching  this  mean, 
ridiculous  lawsuit  with  the  help 
of  all  the  military  organizations 
in  San  Francisco. 

Mary  Taylor 

Editor: 

In  the  May  issue  of  the 
Richmond  Review,  SF 
Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 
quoted  one  of  Herb  Caen’s 
columns  from  the  early  ’70s 
about  the  tranquility  of  Golden 
Gate  Park.  At  the  time  of  Herb’s 
column,  the  park  was  just  closed 
to  vehicle  traffic  on  Sundays  for 
the  first  time.  What  Herb  was 
commenting  on  in  his  column 
was  the  absence  of  cars,  pedestri¬ 
ans,  bikes,  skaters  or  any  other 
trace  of  humankind  that  particu¬ 
lar  Sunday.  It  was  probably  just 
another  foggy,  wet  and  damp 
Sunday  morning  -  like  most 
Saturdays. 

Recently,  I  read  an  editorial 
from  Leah  Shahum,  the  matri¬ 
arch  of  the  SF  Bicycle  Coalition, 
editorializing  and  promoting  the 
Saturday  road  closure. 
Amazingly,  Shahum’s  editorial 
was  almost  identical  to  Jake’s  ed¬ 
itorial,  and  both  quoted  the  same 
Herb  Caen  column. 

A  bit  of  knowledge  from  a 
“native”  Richmond  District  resi¬ 
dent:  Herb  Caen  wrote  frequently 


Fifth  Generation 
In  The  Richmond  District! 


"Let  me  put  my  18  years 
of  Real  Estate  experience 
to  work  for  you." 

Residential,  Commercial  and  Investment  Properties.  Extensive 
experience  in  probate,  trust  and  1031  exchange  sales. 

Ed  Anderson 

(41 5)  380-4369 

First  San  Francisco  Realty 


about  different  places  throughout 
San  Francisco  in  the  early  morn¬ 
ing.  Herb  Caen  did  not  ride  a 
bike;  he  drove  a  Mercedes  Benz. 
He  did  not  roller  blade  either;  he 
walked!  Herb  wrote  more  fre¬ 
quently  about  vitamin  V  and 
namephreaks,  and  he  knew  San 
Francisco’s  pulse. 

McGoldrick  and  Shahum  to 
use  Herb  Caen  to  legitimize  the 
closing  of  a  roadway,  against  the 
will  of  the  voters  and  a  majority 
of  Richmond  District  residents, 
in  blasphemous!  The  “Gridlock 
Saturdays”  plan  and  almost  iden¬ 
tical  editorials  proves  Jake  is  a 
“pawn”  of  the  bike  coalition. 

Herb  Caen  would  turn  over  in 
his  grave  if  he  knew  political 
games  were  being  played  against 
the  majority  of  voters  by  using 
his  name  and  column.  Caen 
would  most  likely  point  out  that 
McGoldrick  is  oblivious  to  his 
constituents’  needs  and  concerns, 
bowing  to  a  militant  interest 
group  whose  goal  is  to  gridlock 
our  city’s  roadways. 

John  C.  Gray 


‘We  are  all  spiritual  beings  in  this  human  experience.’ 


Unification  Institute 
of  A.I.W.P. 


Individual  and  long  term  groups  spiritual  counseling 
Cross  cultural  techniques  include  dream  work,  ritual,  nutri¬ 
tion  and  body/mind  interactions,  communication  and  change, 
imagery  training  and  stress  management. 

Tel:  (415)  759-8105 


CAL-  UC.  *556995 


HEATING 

" Serving  all  your  plumbing  needs 

Hydrojet  Drain  Cleaning  and  Camera  Inspection  of 
Sewer  Lines  and  Line  Locating 
Remodels  •  New  Construction  •  Service  Work  •  Sewers 

6oo  Amador  St.  •  (415)  282-9370 


'it 


We  Keep  You  Company 

Whatever  stage  in  your  life  you  are  at  —  expanding 
a  business,  getting  married,  buying  a  new  home  or 
raising  a  family,  we're  your  community  bank  that's 
here  to  keep  you  company. 

Visit  your  local  Bank  of  the  Orient  branch  to  find 
out  more. 


Bankofthe  Orient® 

Service  Strengthened  by  35  Years  of  Financial  Expertise 


San  Francisco  San  Francisco 

233  Sansome  Street  1023  Stockton  Street 
415.338.0843  415.338.0879 

Millbrae 

500  Broadway  Avenue 
650.259.3388 


Oakland 
360  Twelfth  Street 
510.834.0731 


San  Francisco  San  Francisco 

317  Sixth  Avenue  2001  Irving  Street 

415.338.0809  415.338.0600 

City  of  Industry  Flonolulu  Honolulu 

18605  E.  Gale  Avenue  765  Bishop  Street  2851  E.  Manoa  Road 

626.912.8030  808.543.3700  808.973.4500  FDI€i> 


Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a  m.  to  5:00  p.m  PST 


1 .800.881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 
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LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR, 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 

WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE.® 


For  your  Auto,  Home,  Life  and  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  of 
these  State  Farm  Agents: 


Ernie  Louie 
2209  Clement  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
415-752-6119 


CA  lie.  #0700879 

IYA?«  f AIM 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


1NSUIANCC 

.  . ** 

Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


HARDWARE  1 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBEQUES 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
BATHROOM  ACCESSORIES 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 


URLSPRR  PRINTS 
Open  Mon-Sat  9-6,  Sundays  11-5 
umjuj.hardujareunlimitedsr.com 


r  hardware' 
L unlimited  j 


931-9133 


3326  SACRAMENTO  STREET  AT  PRESIDIO 


Richmond  District  YMCA's 
Summer  of  Savings  - 

Attention  Students!! 

Enjoy  75  days  of  fitness  at  the 
Richmond  District  YMCA  for  $75. 

Simply  bring  in  a  valid  student  I.D. 
to  be  eligible  for  this  special  offer! 

Offer  good  June  1  through  July  15,  2006 

Call  the  YMCA  for  go  to  our  website 
for  more  information. 

Membership  is  good  for  Richmond  YMCA  only.  Includes  full  facility  ac¬ 
cess  and  one-hour  orientation  with  trainer.  No  initiation  fee.  Offer 
good  for  new  members  only. 


Richmond  District  YMCA  V 

360  18th  Avenue  ® 

(415)  6 66-9622  •  www.ymcasf.org/richmond 

YMCA:  We  build  strong  kids,  strong  families,  strong  communities 

Financial  Assistance,  to  the  extent  possible,  is  made  available  through 
the  generosity  of  our  members  and  donors. 


Seal  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

We  don't  need  Proposition  B 


There  have  not  been  any  land¬ 
lord/tenant  issues  on  the  ballot 
for  the  last  few,  years.  And  just 
when  everything  seemed  to  be 
quiet,  there  is  a  controversial 
Proposition  B  on  the  June  ballot. 

Prop.  B  reads:  “Shall  the  City 
change  its  laws  to  require  land¬ 
lords  who  offer  to  sell  buildings 
of  two  or  more  residential  units 
to  disclose  to  all  potential  buyers 
the  specific  legal  grounds  for  any 
evictions  that  result  in  vacant 
units  at  the  time  of  sale  and 
whether  the  evicted  tenants  were 
elderly  or  disabled?” 

Similar  legislation  was  passed 
by  the  SF  Board  of  Supervisors 
earlier  this  year  and  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  vetoed  it.  The 
Board  of  Supervisors  is  now  at¬ 
tempting  to  get  it  passed  by  go¬ 
ing  to  the  voters. 

At  first  reading,  the  measure 
seems  innocent  because  who 
would  not  want  more  disclo¬ 
sures?  The  more  buyers  know 
about  the  property,  the  more  in¬ 
formed  they  will  be  to  make  a 
decision. 

The  measure  fails  because 
there  are  already  existing  mecha¬ 
nisms  in  place  to  provide  this  in¬ 
formation.  As  well,  the  wording 
of  the  legal  text  is  extremely  con¬ 
fusing  and  open  to  interpretation 
and  abuse. 

The  current  standard  of  prac¬ 
tice  for  selling  properties  in  San 
Francisco  is  to  have  the  disclo¬ 
sure  package  available  to  buyers 
for  review  prior  to  submitting  an 
offer  to  purchase.  State  law  also 
mandates  that  if  a  unit  is  deliv¬ 
ered  vacant,  the  legal  reason  for 
termination  has  to  be  disclosed. 
Evictions  are  dealt  with  in  these 
documents,  and  the  buyers  have 
72  hours  from  receipt  of  the  dis¬ 
closure  package  to  walk  away 
from  the  transaction  and  termi¬ 
nate  the  contract  -  with  no  penal¬ 
ties  whatsoever.  This  disclosure 
process  and  mechanism  have 
worked  well  and  there  is  no  good 
reason  to  change  the  procedure. 

The  disclosure  required  by 
Prop.  B  would  have  to  be  made 
“in  all  marketing  material  and 
advertising,  like  a  flier  describing 
the  property,  which  is  made 
available  to  prospective  pur¬ 
chasers  at  each  open  house  and  at 
any  tour  through  the  property.” 

The  problem  with  the  lan¬ 
guage  is  that  Prop.  B  does  not  re¬ 
quire  the  disclosure  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  and  signed  by  the  purchaser, 
just  that  the  material  be  “avail¬ 
able.”  So,  if  it’s  not  delivered  to 
anyone  and  a  prospective  pur¬ 
chaser  does  not  have  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  receipt,  how  is  the  prospec¬ 
tive  buyer  assured  of  getting  the 
disclosure? 

And  how  does  the  seller  prove 
that  he  or  she  complied  with  the 
ordinance?  The  mechanics  and 
language  of  the  legal  text  won’t 
help  buyers  and  sellers  avoid  po¬ 
tential  problems. 

Also,  who  is  the  prospective 
buyer?  There  are  times  when  an 
agent  or  a  relative  is  looking  at 
the  property  for  the  prospective 
buyer.  The  actual  buyer  might 
never  see  the  property  before 
submitting  an  offer.  With  photos 
and  virtual  tours  available  on  the 
Internet,  we  are  actually  seeing 
sales  where  the  buyer  never  steps 
foot  onto  the  property,  so  if  the 
information  is  “available”  at  the 
property  and  he  or  she  never  sees 


it,  has  the  seller  complied  with 
the  ordinance? 

I  believe  that  the  ordinance  is 
drafted  very  poorly  and  if  ap¬ 
proved,  we  will  be  spending 


A  beloved  Bay  Area  tradition 
returns  as  the  Stern  Grove 
Festival  celebrates  its  69th  sea¬ 
son  with  10  admission-free  con¬ 
certs  every  Sunday  from  June  18 
through  Aug.  20.  The  concerts 
will  be  held  at  Sigmund  Stern 
Grove,  located  at  19th  Avenue 
and  Sloat  Boulevard,  at  2  p.m. 

Scheduled  performances  are: 

•  June  18,  singer/songwriter 
Aimee  Mann  and  Brazilian  Seu 
Jorge  take  the  stage  for  the  first 
of  this  summer’s  performances; 

•  June  25,  Malian  blues  duo 
Amadou  &  Mariam  perform  with 
the  innovative  Otis  Taylor  Band; 

•  July  2,  features  New  Orleans 
brass  ensemble  Rebirth  Brass 
Band  and  Zydeco  musicians 
Geno  Delafose  and  French 
Rockin’  Boogie; 

•  July  9,  an  annual  favorite, 
the  Grammy-winning  San 
Francisco  Symphony,  with 
Edwin  Outwater  conducting; 

•  July  16,  Hawaiian  vocal  en¬ 
semble  Makaha  Sons  and  the  San 
Francisco-based  hula  dance 
troupe  Halau  ‘o  KeikialiT; 

•  July  23,  soul  and  gospel 
singer  Mavis  Staples  and  roots 
music  performer  Jackie  Greene; 


much  of  our  taxpayer’s  money 
fighting  it  in  court.  There  already 
are  mechanisms  in  place  with  the 
real  estate  process  for  eviction 
disclosures.  I  am  voting  “no”  on 
Prop.  B.  But  whatever  you  de¬ 
cide  on  this  and  other  issues, 
please  vote  on  June  6. 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  top  selling 
agent  at  Pacific  Union  specializ¬ 
ing  in  Richmond  and  Sunset  dis¬ 
trict  properties.  If  you  have  any 
real  estate  questions,  call  him  at 
(415)  447-6231  or  e-mail  john- 
lee@  isellsf.  com. 


•  July  30,  the  San  Francisco 
Opera  hosts  international  opera 
stars  Stephanie  Blythe  and 
Lawrence  Brownlee; 

•  Aug.  6,  the  Spanish  Harlem 
Orchestra  plays  classic  salsa  and 
Ska  Cubano  plays  Cuban-rooted 
rhythms; 

•  Aug.  13,  the  San  Francisco 
Ballet  returns  to  Stem  Grove  in 
its  only  Bay  Area  summer  ap¬ 
pearance; 

•  Aug-  20,  Latin  hip-hop  per¬ 
former  and  Grammy  winner 
Oxomatli  and  local  hip-hop  band 
Crown  City  Rockers  end  the  line¬ 
up  of  summer  concerts. 

Pre-concert  talks  with  the  per¬ 
formers,  educational  programs 
for  children,  and  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  blood  drives  pri¬ 
or  to  some  concerts  will  also  be 
available  on  some  days. 

The  free  concerts  do  not  re¬ 
quire  tickets  or  advance  reserva¬ 
tions,  but  attendees  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  arrive  early  for  the  best 
lawn  seating. 

For  more  information,  call 
(415)  252-6252  or  visit  the  con¬ 
cert  series’  Web  site  at 
www.stemgrove.org. 


Big-time  bowling 


The  Zion  Lutheran  Day  School,  located  at  495 
Ninth  Ave.,  held  its  spring  carnival  May  6.  The 
event  attracted  hundreds  of  local  residents  and 
featured  games,  prizes,  food,  crafts*  lion  dancers 
and  a  silent  auction.  In  the  above  photo,  6-year 
old  Arlan  Nd  rolls  a  giant  bowling  ball. 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  May* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

478  47th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,134 

$800,000 

643  38th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,625 

862,000 

891  39th  Ave. 

3 

1.50 

2,400 

1,000,000 

711  22nd  Ave. 

3 

1.50 

1,804 

1,200,000 

121  22nd  Ave. 

4 

2.00 

2,170 

1,356,000 

446  Lake  St. 

4 

1.25 

1,768 

1,460,000 

572  24th  Ave. 

4 

3.00 

3,326 

1,527,000 

31  Collins  Ave. 

3 

2.50 

2,707 

2,244,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 


Stern  Grove  kicks  off 
Summer  concert  season 
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Park's  first  bandshell 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 

This  photograph,  taken  about  1885,  shows  the  first  bandshell  that  was  located  in  Golden  Gate  Park  in  Conservatory  Valley,  now 
called  the  Music  Concourse.  In  the  background  is  Strawberry  Hill,  the  tallest  point  in  the  park. 


Mix  Tray  $20 

with,coupon:$23.95 


/v^TraylSpT 
with  coupon  $1 9.95 


Happy  Tray  $20 

(48pCalifomia  Roll) 

with!couJ5S$  14.9  5 


GolderWray^B 

(All  Cooked) 

with  coupon  $22.95 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


15%OFF 


Dine  in  or  To-Go 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 


Chicken'  leriyakia  Ca^Roll  Sushi  Combo 


EXP.  8/31/2006 


( 

5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11:30am  ~  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


(415)  386-2777  ] 

Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon  J 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only  • 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 1 

EXP.  8/31/2006  1 


(415)386-2777 


Chicken  Teriyaki  &  Ca-Roll 
Lunch  $4.98  Dinner  $5.98 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
EXP.  8/31/2006 


(415)  386-2777 


*S+4fe 


(415)  386-2777 


(415)  386-2777 

Sushi  Combo  $6.99 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
EXP.  8/31/2006 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $23.95  with  coupon  I  A  Tray  $19.95  with  coupon 


Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 


Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only  1  Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer.  1  Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  8/31/2006  |  EXP.  8/31/2006 


Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  8/31/2006 
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Dedicated 

I  am  a  prominent 
real  estate  figure  in  the  community. 
1  have  a  lot  of  dedication  and  experience 
helping  people  with  their  real  estate  needs. 
This  kind  of  experience  and  dedication 
sets  the  standards  for  excellence  in  the  industry. 

Call  me  if  you  arc  buying  or  selling. 

Chances  are,  I  can  help. 


RITCHIE 

hallanan 

H  *  A  L  H  1  \T% 


-i— . i . bb _ _ r 

Bruce  McKleroy 
Ritchie  Hallanan  Real 
Estate  Ltd. 

43  5-353-5781  Direct 

.«  *. .  4  L  5-3  53-5777  Fax 

mckJcroy@  1 800filbert.com 


A«  E^uttl  **fc.6i<r»2  C^-pOftun^y  Bn3*r>r 
f  f  ixa  mut*  a  Cumritf  umm  Tbs  is 


IT'S  NO  TROUBLE  KEEPING  UP  WITH  OUR  WORKOUT. 
AFTER  ALL,  SARA  HAS  A  5-YEAR-OLD  GRANDSON. 


FIRST  UNITED 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 
Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  & 
6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405  or 
1-800-FIT-IS-IT  for  information 


Buy  2  months  - 
get  the  third 
month  FREE 


*New  students  only 


Sunset  Learning  Center 

for  elementary  school  children 


After-school  and  Saturday  programs  during  the  school  year 
All-day  and  half-day  summer  camps 


Visual  and  performing 
arts  classes  run  by 
working  artists, 
musicians,  actors,  and 
dancers 


Explicit 
multlsensory 
Instruction  for 
kids  who  need 
support  In  reading 
and  math 


The  most  kld-frlendly 
gym  In  town  - 
noncompetitive, 
skill-building  coaching 
In  basketball  and  nine 
other  sports 


(415)  753-3636  •  www.sunsetlearning.net 
1399  43rd  Avenue  at  Judah  in  San  Francisco 


June  Calendar  of  Events 


1-11 

Art  Class  Registration:  The 

Sharon  Art  Studio  offers  a  variety 
of  summer  classes  for  youths  and 
adults  in  ceramics,  glass,  jewelry, 
drawings,  watercolors  and  more, 
Sharon  Art  Studio,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  begins  Saturday,  June  3,  10 
a.m.  to  noon  and  is  ongoing  at  the 
studio  thereafter,  class  fees  range 
from  $45  to  $150  per  session.  For 
more  information,  call  753-7004. 

“Creating  Meaning  in  Difficult 

Times:”  Listen  to  a  talk  given  by 
Rabbi  David  Wolpe,  a  lecturer, 
magazine  and  newspaper  contribu¬ 
tor,  author  of  six  books  on  subjects 
of  Jewish  and  general  religious  in¬ 
terest,  and  former  teacher  of 
Judaism,  Congregation  Emanu-El, 
2  Lake  St.,  Monday,  June  5,  7:30 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  751-2535. 

Business  Networking: 

Professionals  seeking  more  busi¬ 
ness  referrals  are  invited  to  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Chapter  of 
Business  Network  International 
(BN1),  Boudin  Bakery,  619  Market 
St.,  every  Tuesday  starting  June  6, 
7:15  a.m.  to  8:45  a.m.,  $10  break¬ 
fast.  For  more  information,  call 
695-0552,  ext.  131. 

Local  Art  Exhibition:  The  SF 

Woman  Artists  are  holding  a  juried 
all-media  show  called  “Shadows 
and  Light,”  3489  Sacramento  St., 
Wednesday,  June  7  to  July  1,  noon 
to  5  p.m.  For  more  information, 
call  (415)  440-7392. 

Places  to  Go  with  Kids:  Susan 
Edwards,  director  of  the  Explorer’s 
Club,  presents  a  slide  show  to  give 
adults  with  kids  ideas  about  the 
best  and  most  fun  places  to  go  on 
trips  in  and  around  the  City, 
Parkside  Branch  Library,  1 200 
Taraval  St.,  Wednesday,  June  7,  7 
p.m.  to  8:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  557-4277. 

Mayor’s  Project  Homeless 
Connect:  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
and  city  employees  engage  in  a 
drive  to  end  chronic  homelessness 
with  a  one-day  event  called  Project 
Homeless  Connect  to  connect  the 
city’s  homeless  with  medical,  le¬ 
gal,  social  and  employment  ser¬ 
vices  with  the  goal  of  helping  them 
attain  permanent  housing  and  long¬ 
term  self-sufficiency.  Bill  Graham 
Civic  Auditorium,  Friday,  June  9, 
8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  (810)  810-0616. 

Children’s  Art  Fair:  The 

Richmond  Neighborhood  Center 
hosts  its  19  th  annual  art  fair,  fea¬ 
turing  multi-cultural  youth  per¬ 
formers,  food,  games,  crafts  and 
more,  741  30th  Ave.,  Saturday, 
June  10,  11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  free. 

For  more  information,  call  751- 
6600. 

Volunteer  Landscaping:  Join  gar¬ 
deners,  neighbors  and  museum 
staff  for  a  landscaping  work  party 
where  tools,  work  gloves  and  re¬ 
freshments  will  be  provided,  meet 
at  the  entrance  of  the  California 
Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
Lincoln  Park,  Saturday,  June  10,  9 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  750-3698. 

June  Plant  Sale:  Select  flowering 
perennials,  geraniums,  pelargoni¬ 
ums,  cannas  and  ornamental  grass¬ 
es  suitable  for  Bay  Area  gardens 
with  the  help  and  advice  of  knowl¬ 
edgeable  nursery  volunteers,  San 
Francisco  Botanical  Garden  at 
Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln 
Way,  Saturday,  June  10,  10  a.m.  to 
1  p.m.,  free  admission.  For  more 
information,  call  661-1316. 

Yiddish  Music:  Congregation 
Beth  Sholom  features  the  80th  an¬ 
nual  concert  of  Yiddish  music,  fea¬ 


turing  the  Jewish  Folk  Chorus  of 
San  Francisco,  Clement  Street  at 
14th  Avenue,  Sunday,  June  11, 

2:30  p.m.,  $10  general  admission, 
$7  for  seniors  and  students.  For 
more  information,  call  564-1365. 

Rose  Society  Meeting:  Featured 
speaker  Barbara  Gordon  explains 
all  about  rose  leaves  and  thorns  at 
the  SF  Rose  Society  meeting,  SF 
County  Fair  Building,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln 
Way,  Sunday,  June  11,  1  p.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  647-4468. 

12-18 

Family  History  in  Song  and 
Stories:  Saxophonist  and  compos¬ 
er  Francis  Wong  presents  his  fami¬ 
ly’s  history  through  musical  pieces 
interspersed  with  stories  as  part  of 
the  annual  Asian  American  Arts 
and  Heritage  Festival,  Parkside 
Branch  Library,  1200  Taraval  St., 
Wednesday,  June  14,  7  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Poetry  Event:  Zinaida  Markenzon 
will  read  her  poetry  in  Russian, 
Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks 
Branch  Library,  351  Ninth  Ave., 
Thursday,  June  15,  7  p.m.,  free. 

For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

North  Beach  Festival:  The  out¬ 
door  arts  and  crafts  street  festival 
features  pizza  tossing,  Italian  street 
chalk  art  competitions,  the 
BeatMobile  (celebrating  the  beat 
generation),  animal  blessings,  live 
entertainment  stages  with  alterna¬ 
tive  pop,  rock,  salsa,  swing  and 
more,  with  Starship  with  Mickey 
Thomas  headlining  Saturday  and 
Tainted  Love  headlining  Sunday, 
Washington  Square  Park,  1200  to 
1500  blocks  of  Grant  Avenue  and 
adjacent  streets,  Saturday,  June  17, 
and  Sunday,  June  18,  10  a.m.  to  6 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  989-2220. 

Monet  in  Normandy:  View  53 
impressionist  paintings  by  Claude 
Monet  that  trace  Monet’s  image  of 
Normandy  at  the  turn  of  the  20th 
century,  California  Palace  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor,  Lincoln  Park  at 
34th  Avenue  and  Clement  Street, 
Saturday,  June  17  through  Sunday, 
Sept.  17,  during  regular  museum 
hours,  $5  surcharge  for  “Monet  in 
Normandy,”  general  admission  to 
the  museum,  including  the  sur¬ 
charge,  is  $15  adults,  $12  seniors, 
$11  youths  13-17  and  students 
with  college  I.D.,  and  free  for  chil¬ 
dren  under  12  years  of  age.  For 
more  information,  call  863-3330. 

19-25 

Asia  Fantasia:  Children  ages  3 
and  older  are  invited  to  listen  to 
trickster  tales,  animal  legends,  and 
bamboo  music  by  Robert  Kikuchi- 
Yngojo,  Parkside  Branch  Library, 

1 200  Taraval  St.,  Tuesday,  June  20, 
4  p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Book  Signing  Event:  Green  Apple 
Books  &  Music  hosts  a  book  event 
and  signing  with  the  editors  of 
“Found  n”  -  a  book  containing 
tales  of  lost,  tossed  or  forgotten 
items  from  around  the  world  such 
as  city  sidewalks  or  the  pockets  of 
secondhand  clothing  -  giving  read¬ 
ers  an  uncensored  peek  into  other 
people’s  lives,  Edinburgh  Castle 
Pub,  950  Geary  St.,  Wednesday, 
June  21,  8  p.m.,  free  admission. 

For  more  information,  call  387- 
2272. 

Ballroom  Dance  Classes:  Couples 
can  learn  to  samba,  rhumba,  cha 
cha  cha,  tango,  waltz,  foxtrot  and 
more  at  the  Forest  Hill  Christian 
Church,  Fellowship  Hall,  250 
Laguna  Honda  Blvd.,  Thursdays, 


beginning  June  22,  $66  per  couple 
for  six  lessons.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  661-2746. 

Raptor  Dinosaurs:  A  lively  pre¬ 
sentation  using  fossil  cats  and  me¬ 
chanical  models  to  teach  about  this 
bird-like  predator  of  the  Mesozoic 
Era,  California  Academy  of 
Sciences,  875  Howard  St.,  Friday, 
June  23,  11:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  321- 
8000. 

Hawaiian  Barbeque:  The 

Richmond  Neighborhood  Center 
hosts  an  Hawaiian  barbeque,  fea¬ 
turing  music,  raffle  and  a  preview 
of  the  center’s  upcoming  fall 
schedule  of  adult  classes,  741  30th 
Ave.,  Saturday,  June  24,  4  p.m.  to 
7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  750-8554. 

Buggy  Storytime  and  Crafts: 

Ranger  Fatima  invites  youths  aged 
5  and  younger  to  join  her  as  she 
reads  a  beetle  alphabet  book  and 
conducts  an  art  activity  to  make 
and  decorate  a  bug  puppet,  Anza 
Branch  Library,  550  37th  Ave., 
Saturday,  June  24,  1:30  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

26-30 

Westside  Democratic  Club 
Meeting:  Members  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  are  encouraged  to  attend  the 
club’s  monthly  meeting  to  discuss 
issues  of  interest  to  residents  of  the 
12th  Assembly  District,  Taraval 
Police  Station  Community  Room, 
2345  24th  Ave.,  Monday,  June  26, 

7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  664-8022. 

Bug  Safari:  Join  Nature 
Connections  for  a  chance  to  check 
out  native  and  exotic  bugs  and  use 
special  science  equipment  to  go  on 
a  bug  hunt.  Presidio  Branch 
Library,  3150  Sacramento  St., 
Wednesday,  June  28,  noon,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Happy  Birds  Performing 
Parrots:  Children  of  all  ages  are 
welcome  to  watch  six  live  parrots 
perform  more  than  25  tricks,  like 
talking,  singing  songs,  riding  a 
bike,  riding  a  scooter,  roller  skat¬ 
ing,  playing  basketball  and  more, 
Ortega  Branch  Library,  3223 
Ortega  St.,  Friday,  June  30,  1  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 

Editor's  note:  The  deadline  for 
calendar  submissions  is  the  20th  of 
the  month. 
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Supervisor 

Fiona  ma  - 

EXPERIENCE  MAKES  THE 

‘Difference 

A  PROVEN  LEADER  ON  HEALTH  CARE  ISSUES 

The  California  Nurses  Association 
Supports  Fiona  Ma 


KEEPING  OUR  NEIGHBORHOODS  SAFE 

The  San  Francisco,  Daly  City  and  Broadmoor 
Police  Officers  Associations  Support  Fiona  Ma 

INVESTING  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  SCHOOLS 

The  California  Teachers  Association,  the  California 
Federation  of  Teachers  and  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  Jack  O'Connell  Support  Fiona  Ma 

JOIN  US  IN  SUPPORTING  DEMOCRAT  FIONA  MA  FOR  ASSEMBLY 


U.S.  Senator  Barbara  Boxer 
Congressman  Tom  Lantos 
Treasurer  Phil  Angelides 
State  Superintendent  of 
Schools  Jack  O'Connell 
Assemblyman  Mark  Leno 
Assemblyman  Gene  Mullin 
San  Francisco  Assessor  Phil  Ting 
San  Francisco  Treasurer 
Jose  Cisneros 
Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 
Supervisor  Sean  Elsbernd 
Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell 
Daly  City  Mayor  Mike  Guingona 
California  Nurses  Association 


California  Teachers  Association 
Jefferson  Elementary  Federation 
of  Teachers,  AFT  3267 
California  Federation  of  Teachers 
California  Professional  Firefighters 
San  Francisco  Firefighters 
San  Francisco  Police  Officers  Association 
SF  Deputy  Sheriffs  Association 
Daly  City  Firefighters 
Daly  City  Police  Officers  Association 
San  Francisco  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Council 
United  Farm  Workers  of  America 
(Partial  list) 


Fiona  Ma 


DEMOCRAT  FOR  ASSEMBLY 


I  For  more  information,  please  visit 

www.FionaMa.com  or  call  415-242-3700. 

On  June  6th  Vote 
y  Fiona  ma  for  State  assembly 


YOU 

FOUND 

THE 

PERFECT 

HOME. 


We  can  help  you  find  the 
best  available  mortgage. 

0  Top  Ten  National  Mortgage  Lender 
0  Low  and  no  down  payment  programs 
0  Competitive  rates 
0  A  streamlined,  convenient  process 

Homei23 

Cutting  through  the  loan  clutter 

20 1  Mission  Street,  Suite  1 300 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 05 

Phone:  4 1 5.543. 1591  •  Toll  Free:  866.242.5237 
www.SanFran.Home  1 23.com 


t=J  Home  1 23  Corporation:  CA:  Licensed  by  the  Department  of  Corporations  under  the  California  Residential  Mortgage  Lending  Act. 

All  loans  subject  to  underwriting  approval,  including  credit  and  property  approval.  Loan  products  available  may  vary  by  state.  Not  all 
borrowers  will  qualify.  Not  a  commitment  to  lend.  Terms  and  programs  subject  to  change  without  notice.  For  some  loan  products,  mini¬ 
mum  loan  amount  is  $50,000.  Home  equity  loan  products  may  involve  appraisal,  title  search,  and  other  fees,  but  costs  nothing  to  obtain 
details  or  apply.  Equal  opportunity  lender.  % 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


BEAUTY  CARE 
Elite  Beauty  Care  -  Certified 
esthetician:  Specializes  in  all 
skin  types.  Utilize  Sothys  and 
Jan-Marie  products.  Prices 
start  from  $35  and  up.  Please 
call  (415)  867-8621  for  de¬ 
tailed  prices  and  appoint¬ 
ments.  Located  at  33rd 
Avenue  and  Noriega  Street. 
Beauty  at  its  best! 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 
Home  Internet  Business: 
Make  money  online  working 
at  home.  Register  now  and  I’ll 
show  you  how. 
www.D0D0Wah.com  or  (415) 
564-5581 . 

Make  A  Great  Income  from 
home.  No  selling.  No  invento¬ 
ry.  No  risk.  Sound  too  good  to 
be  true?  What  if  it  isn't? 
Contact  (415)  992-3896  or 
www.vms.brightwomen.com. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Interior  Home  Refinishlng: 
Kitchen  cabinets,  doors, 
wainscoting,  trim  and  more. 
Fine  work,  quickly  done.  15 
years  experience.  Call  Jim  at 
621-4390. 

DOG  TRAINING 
SPC A  Certified  Trainer- 
Counselor:  APDT  Profes¬ 
sional  member  #5463. 
Positive  training  for  obedi¬ 
ence  socialization,  behavior 
problems.  Evaluation/temper¬ 
ament  testing  for  shyness, 
fear  and  aggression.  Lessons 
are  designed  to  focus  on  your 
needs,  and  the  specific  is¬ 
sues  or  challenges  with  your 
dog.  Call  Joanie  Levin-Yarlick 
at  (415)  751-9941  or  inle- 
vi@k9chops.com. 

FURNITURE  REFINISHING 

Furniture  Stripped  and 
Refinished.  Excellent  work, 
quickly  done.  Includes  pick 
up  and  return.  15  years  expe¬ 
rience.  Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

HANDYMAN 

Reliable  Handyman:  Pet 


friendly;  experienced;  picture 
and  mirror  hanging;  furniture 
and  cabinet  assembly; 
plumbing;  electrical;  kitchen 
and  bath.  Call  Jonny  at  (650) 
303-8171. 

HAULING/CLEANING 
Bruno’s  Hauling  and 
Cleaning,  basements,  back¬ 
yards,  lots;  hauls/moves  ap¬ 
pliances,  demolition  cleanup 
(no  liquids).  31  years  hauling. 
No  job  too  small.  The  quality 
remains  long  after  the  price 
has  been  forgotten.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Bruno  at  (415) 
665-8655.  Bruno's  Hauling  - 
www.brunoshauling.city- 
search.com. 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean¬ 
up  basements,  attic,  garage, 
cellar;  junk,  trash,  garbage 
and  appliances  removal. 
Carpet  removal  service  (nails, 
staples,  wood  strips, 
padding).  Call  Lou  at  (415) 
225-4637  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

Mike's  Hauling  Service: 

Free  estimate,  call  and  away 
it  goes,  no  job  too  small. 
Expert  work.  I  cleanout  yards, 
basements,  garages.  Call 
Mike  at  (415)  731-2145  for 
more  information. 

OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT 

Sunny,  Small,  Street-Level 
Space  on  Geary;  near  22nd 
Ave.,  $350/month.  For  more 
information  on  this  rare  rental 
opportunity,  call  Vance  at 
387-7417. 

PIANO  LESSONS 
Degreed  Teacher  with  20 
Years  Experience. 

Beginners  and  advanced  stu¬ 
dents  accepted.  Ask  about 
discounts.  Initial  lesson  free. 
Elena  at  (415)  664-0724  or  e- 
mail  nogivolga@aol.com. 
Patient  Teacher  with  25+ 
Years  Experience;  B.M. 
Degree;  M.T.A.  member;  liter¬ 
ature,  theory  and  technique; 


learn  the  classics,  pops  and 
old  favorites.  Family  and  se¬ 
nior  discounts.  Weekday  ap¬ 
pointments  available  from  4 
p.m.  Saturday  lessons  by  ap¬ 
pointment.  $22  half  hour.  Call 
Ms.  Kofnovec  at  664-8176. 

REAL  ESTATE 
First  Time  Buyers:  Why  rent 
when  you  can  own?  Free 
computerized  list  of  homes 
available  with  no  money 
down  under  $1 ,700/month. 
Free  recorded  message  -  1- 
800-601-3159.  I.D.  #1051; 
www.northerncaliforniahome- 
sales.info  -  Coldwell  Banker. 
Free:  Seller's  Guide  to 
Selling  a  Home  booklet  in¬ 
cludes  things  to  know,  includ¬ 
ing  the  process  of  submitting 
or  receiving  offers,  accepting 
an  offer  or  closing  the  trans¬ 
action.  Call  (415)  753-8580 
and  leave  your  name  for  de¬ 
livery. 

SKIN  CARE 

Elite  Beauty  Care  -  Certified 
Esthetician:  Specialize  in  all 
skin  types.  Utilize  Sothys  and 
Jan-Marie  products.  Prices 
start  from  $35  and  up.  Please 
call  (415)  867-8621  for  de¬ 
tailed  pricings  and  appoint¬ 
ments.  Located  on  33rd 
Avenue  at  Noriega  Street. 
Beauty  at  its  best. 

STREET  FESTIVAL 
The  First  Annual  Great 
Highway  Street  Fair  will  be 
held  on  Saturday,  June  24,  at 
10  a.m.,  sun  or  fog  OK, 
Lincoln  to  Sloat:  garage  sale, 
handcrafts  and  arts,  baked 
goods,  barbeque. 

SURFBOARD  BAGS 
ZSurf  Custom  Surfboard 
Bags:  See  our  display  of 
handmade  board  bags  at  the 
Great  Highway  fair,  between 
Cutler  and  Wawona,  on 
Saturday,  June  24.  For  more 
information,  go  to  www.zan- 
shinart.com/Surf. 


Send  us  your  classified  ad 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads, 
up  to  25  words,  cost  $20  per  month.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  by  the  20th  of 
the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  Review,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 


Meet  Lavay  Smith  and  her  Red  Hot  Skillet  Lickers 
World  famous  classic  jazz  and  blues  artist. 

With  her  glamorous,  sultry  stage  presence,  Lavay  Smith  is  a  critically  acclaimed  San  Francisco 
phenomenon.  Backed  by  her  all-star  band,  she  sings  her  trademark  swing,  bebop,  salsa,  and 
New  Orleans  R&B  to  a  loyal  following  at  top  jazz  festivals,  celebrity  events  and  nightclubs 
around  the  world.  But  when  it  came  to  buying  property  in  the  red-hot  San  Francisco  real 
estate  market,  the  sexy  diva  was  singin'  the  blues  until  she  called  on  a  Zephyr  agent  who 
found  her  the  perfect  home  in  the  Mission,  right  next  door  to  her  sister. 

SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
PotreroHill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 
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Coldwell  Banker  +  John  Kirkpatrick 

(leading  Coldwell  Banker  agent) 

=  A  Powerful  Combination 


Tod  Individual  Producer  in 
San  Francisco’s  largest  Office 

Top  1%  of  all 

Coldwell  Banker  Agents! 

Experience: 

•  Licensed  Broker  Since  1988 

•  Stanford  University's  Graduate  School  of 
Business  Executive  Marketing 

•  University  of  Southern  California  MBA  -  Marketing 

Community:  Vice  Chairman  YMCA  Community 
Outreach  Fundraising 
Docent  Program  Fine  Arts  Museums 
of  San  Francisco 

Languages  Skills:  Spanish,  Portuguese  and  Arabic 


Testimonials 


“John  . . .  the  first  words  that  come  to  my  mind  about  John  are  -  in¬ 
tegrity,  honesty  and  devotion.  John  is  not  only  extremely  professional 
but  he  makes  himself  available  for  his  client,  responding  promptly  to 
questions  (e-mail,  telephone,  fax,  etc.).  What  makes  him  a  very  spe¬ 
cial  real  estate  agent  is  that  he  has  a  natural  intuition  about  people 
and  situation.  He  will  be  right  there  for  you  when  you  need  emotion¬ 
al  support ..." 

-  Nathalie  Ferino 


John  Kirkpatrick 

Broker  Associate 
Coldwell  Banker 
(4 1 5)  4 1 2-0559 

john@johnkirkpatrick.com  BANKER □ 

www.johnkirkpatrick.com 


www.lelandyee.com 


Volunteer  Today  at  our  Campaign  Headquarters! 

6644  Mission  St.,  Daly  City 
phone:  (650)  991.8968 
email:  info@lelandyee.com 


LelandYee  _ 

Democrat  for  CA  Senate 


Please  join  my  Campaign 
for  California’s  Future.” 


A  former  teacher  and  child  psychologist.  Assembly 
Speaker  Pro  Tern  Leland  Yee  currently  represents  the  west 
side  of  San  Francisco  and  northern  San  Mateo  County. 


Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

$7200  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  tees  of  $16 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile 
can  be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarrassment 
to  an  unbelievable  white! 


SPECIAL 


$499 


Reg.  $699 


Do  you  need  new 
or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You 
won’t  believe  our  prices! 
Quality  workmanship  you 
can  afford. 


ceanview 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and  professional 
care  for  over  15  years 


He* 


\ 


♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth 
replacement  without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture 
construction  &  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Intra-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of 
periodontal  and  implant  treatments 


Now 
Offer 

Invisalign 

‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen^ 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

s _ _ _ y 

760  La  Playa  /A1  C\  221-5592 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 21  V* 1  44  1  %,;'74 

www.oceanviewdental.com 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


54 


95 


Reg.  $150  •  New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

*  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

4  Complete  Oral  Exam 
4  Oral  Cancer  Screening 
4  Doctor’s  Consultation  And 
Written  Estimate  Of  Treatment 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  6/30/06. 


- TJEWW - 

Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 
ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 


Teeth  Whitenin 
Treatment  Availa 


le 


Only 


For  Noticeably  Brighter  Teeth." 
Please  call  office  for  details. 

$200°° 


reg. $300 


With  coupon  only.  Expires  6/30/06. 


Q 

< 
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Balboa  St. 


5  Cabrillo  St. 


Fulton  St. 


GG  Park 


